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The Arabic GUI war: 

Macintosh vs. Windows 

Bv Zcld Nasser & loo. In short, it came down to Ap- fcet, the support and services pro 
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Khaldoon Tabaza 

Special to The Stax 

THE GRAPHICAL User Inter¬ 
face (GUI) war has at Iasi sur¬ 
faced. Last week, Arab Business 
Machines (ABM) and Ideal Sys¬ 
tems organized a seminar on this 
topic, attempting to highlight the 
advantages of the Mncintosh op¬ 
erating system, the disadvantages 
of 

Microsoft 

Windows 

and, re- X-... 

grcttably. 
the PC ns 
a whole. 

Howeve 
r, the 
events of 
this semi¬ 
nar pale in significance when we 
look at what is happening on the 
Arabic computer market, which 
ultimately at feels us as end-users. 

. The fact is (hat Apple has final¬ 
ly come to realize that Microsoft 
Windows is the only PC feature 
able to jeopardize Mac sales. Ap¬ 
ple salespeople are constantly 
confronted with questions as to 
"why the Mac OS is better than 
Windows", and they provide con¬ 
vincing answers. The simplest 
answer, however, would be to 
concede that they are, in fact, two 
different machines. 

Let's face it, it's impossible to 
discuss the Mac operating system 
■ and Windows without eventually 
coming down to the basic argu¬ 
ment of Mac vs. PC. Why? Be¬ 
cause the Maciatosh, as a user- 
friendly machine, is the Mac Op¬ 
erating System. , . 

; Don't misunderstand this : last 
sentence as an attack on the Mac- 
. intosh. This article, and the paper 
you are holding, has been com- 

• pletely produced using Apple 
•Macintosh computers — but that 
, doesn't mean that a PC couldn't 
:'d0lt| .! • 

:: The .Macintosh is a' Very likw- 
. ble computer, and as ’statistics at 
the seminar showed, it;is 'pre¬ 
ceded by many against Windows; 

•. Many people would - say that 
■'comparing, the Macintosh to the 
PC is like comparing apples with 
. oranges. Actually, we. think .that 
it's more like comparing, apples 

• with all kinds of fruits 1 ' ..... 

Mr Ibrahim Lahoud, speaker at 
. ’.ihe 1 seminar, began by saying that 
,. L lhe.icJea \yas riot to compare: mav 
" chuiesi but concepts. Towards the 
\ end, however,.;it seemed like 
. merely comparing, machines —< 

< - and rather unfair. comparisons 


£ 
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too. In short, it came down to Ap¬ 
ple vs. Microsoft. 

Apple are known to put lots of 
efforts into development, in order 
to keep (heir market share in Ara¬ 
bic applications and to attract de¬ 
velopers to the- Mac platform, but 
why docs this have to come so 
late? Microsoft 
also do the same 
for the PC. Be¬ 
tween 1986 and * - 

1992. there were 0 0 

about 20 Arabic # jp 

applications on * # ^ 

the Mac, three or 0 $ " 
four of which are 0 

very popular 
(these are the ones p P & 

originally bundled * 0 \ 

with ' the ma- ™ 

chines). 

Most Arab Mac 

users have never heard of the ma¬ 
jority of these applications, and 
have never even used ihem, such 
as FileMaker Pro, All Page, - Art 
Beal and Executive Secretary. 

On the other hand, in the five 
months since die release of Ara¬ 
bic Windows in July, Microsoft 
hns managed lo release Arabic 
Write, Excel and Visual Basic. It 
also promises Arabic WinWord 
and Publisher in less thnn four 
months. 

More importantly, the Mac's 
stronghold on the publishing mar¬ 
ket has been challenged by Di- 
vvanV release of Al-Nasher Al- 
Maktabl under Windows. Cur¬ 
rently, development projects on 
Arabic Windows largely outnum¬ 
bers their rivals on the Mac Ara¬ 
bic OS. This should give a small 
him about the direction of the 
market over the coming months. 

The Mac has a very good sys¬ 
tem, and Apple offers the user the 
maximum transparency possible 
for using Arabic in Latin applica¬ 
tions, which are compatible with 
the Mac's World Script and Script 
Manager technology. But how 
many Latin applications do we 
have that are really compatible 
' with these technologies? 

•' Rumors have been (lying 
. around that Appl^ will establish a 
developers' training center in ;the 
. Middle - East, which should also 
. serve os a developers' consultan¬ 
cy, Another point'Is that Apple 
has made significant pri ce c uts, 

• so the Mac's price will now be 
comparable to that of a . similar 
! American-made .bigh-teejr PC. 
6 This would be' in.ithe^Macintbsh’s 
favor, cohsiderjihg the cutreiu 
choice dilemmas facing computer 
buyers/ "][■ s i ; 

. On the. cunent: Jordanian mar¬ 


ket, the support and services pro¬ 
vided to the Mac user are defi¬ 
nitely superior to dial provided 
for general purpose PC users. For 
somebody just entering the com¬ 
puter world, (his is a decisive fac¬ 
tor. 

As for the OS itself, the Mac is 
definitely bet¬ 
ter than Win¬ 
dows over MS- 
DOS, but what 
really matters 
is the applica¬ 
tions provided 
on this or that 
platform and 
the ease of ob¬ 
taining them. 
The PC has (lie 
edge in off-the- 
shelf availabili¬ 
ty and prices. 
Most of the points mentioned 
above apply to' the home PC user, 
but for those concerned with desk 
top publishing and graphics de¬ 
sign, the Macintosh in the Arab 
world should be the undisputed 
choice — as is the case the world 
over. 

The basic point to this argu¬ 
ment is not the machine itself or 
the operating system, but the ap¬ 
plications and solutions offered. 
Both the Mac and the PC excel in 
their own fields. In fact, the "Mac 
vs. Windows" war is a blessing to 
Arabic users, because it should 
stimulate n real Arabic applica¬ 
tions development revolution, 
eventually benefiting the end- 
user. Eventually. ■ 

Seagate triple 
disk space 

SEAGATE has announced the re¬ 
lease of a new hard disk, the 
-ST35ta/x, capable of data com¬ 
pression increasing storage by up 
to three limes as much! Seagate: 
will also release its. new data 
compres - • ..... 

sion \\. - ’ 

software :,v. . . •_ 

package 
called ... 

Super' •' 

.Store . 1 . 

Personal 
: feditiaoj 
. which is 
! bundled with the hard drive: 

\ The package will act as a user 
-.guide to help users install- their 
Seagate drives and will also in- 
elude the programs necessary for 
; , (hp user to compress data. ■ 
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A tale of processors & entry-level 
computing 

STANDARDS ARE such an unstable thing in the computer in- i 
dustry, one minute you've got the best of computer technology sit¬ 
ting at your desk, next thing you know your computer can't run ] 
new software. For home users it’s a real problem deciding what to 
buy, because for most of us it's a big in¬ 
vestment. 

Entry-level computers is a term used 
to refer to computers priced moderately 
enough for low-end users or home users 
to buy, and powerful enough to serve 
their needs by running nil the software 
that they may need. Entry-level can be 
determined by the processor used in a 
machine. 

On the market, you dan find PCs wiih 
a variety of processors sitting inside. 

You've got the 8088, which is the oldest and was used in IBM's 
first PC introduced back in 1981, followed by the 8086 which is 
used in XT machines, (hen there's the 80286 found in AT ma¬ 
chines. So, entry-level is largely influenced by how the latest pro¬ 
cessor on lire market affects the computers already available. This 
is particularly true of the effect the introduction of Intel's 80386 
chip back in 1988 hud on Ihe 28, which was the industry standard 
at the time. Then came the 386DX, which is basically faster than 
the SX. Now, we even have the 486DX2, which is twice ns fast as 
the 486DX, if you can imagine that! 

For a couple of years now, the entry level has been set at Intel's 
386SX processor running at 16, 20 or 25 Mliz. The industry stan¬ 
dard itself is not set by you and me, hut hy the business user who 
buys PCs in substantial numhers. Microsoft Windows contributed 
a great deal lo moving the industry standard up from the AT since 
the 386 represents the minimum requii'cment to effectively use 
Windows. So, lo cut a long story on the history of standards in the 
PC industry short, let's talk about the new and latest entry-level. 

Shocking as it is, you need a 486 PC to sec you into' the nine¬ 
ties. This situation is solely created hy the fast decreasing prices 
of processors which, in recent months’, have caused 4X6s.\ PCs to 
become more affordable. Today, 486sx machines cost around the 
same price as 386DX machines! This is enough reason lor every 
PC manufacturer to scrap this chip completely, especially since a 
4K6 running at 25MHz most definitely out-perl or ms a 3X6 run¬ 
ning at 33 MHz. 

The confusion created amongst buyers is increased hy die intro¬ 
duction of new processors from companies like AMD. who offer 
386 machines at speeds of 486 machines, and Cyrix, whose 
4H6SLC is actually a 386 with extra speed. Confusing, isn't it? 

Whnl makes nil this even more worrying for first lime buyers, is 
the thought of the 586,. or whatever else Intel decides to call it. 
which is cxpeeled to create the new industry .standard within n 
couple of years. So, if you're going to spend some JD 1.5(H) on n 
brand new 486, benr in mind that you may have to switch in 
something more powerful in three years' lime. 

Gone ore the days when wc were able to enjov our 8-bit com¬ 
puters like the Apple II, Commodore 64, Sinclair Spectrum, Atari 
800 or even IBM PC for at leusl Four years. 

What's the solution? The best thing lo do is to buy a PC which 
is "procossor-upgradable" in which the processor is mounted on a 
removable card which can be later replaced by n more powerful 


is procossor-ur 


memory expansion capabilities, but initially get yoursetr at teasi 
4MB RAM and an 80MB hard disk. It is still advisable to buy. 
386DX machines, but you must gel them at a bargain price. Don't 
forget about the new tax, though. Happy shopping and have a 
Happy New Year. ■ •. 


Access for Windows finally arrives 

AFTER A long wait, Microsoft Is launching Its official database 
software for Windows. Microsoft Access will be the software 
package to complete Microsoft's portfolio of Windows applks- 
ttons for the office, which are word processing, spreadsheet, 
graphics and now database. 1 . 

Access is the type of complex database lhat should serve botn 
PC and mainframe users, using all the Windows Interactive 
techniques. 

When comparing Access with FoxPro and DBase you have to 
bear In mind that the latter two applications arc for DOS, 

. whereas Access is for Windows dnd will compete with d* JfJh 
rent market leader in Windows databases, Superbase. WHJ 1 
FoxPro 2.5 for Window^ coming put soon, Access might be real¬ 
ly put to the test yVe'H be giving yod more on Access soon: ■ • 
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Wishes His 
Majesty King 
Hussein and the 
Jordanian people a 
happy New Year. 
Due to the holiday, 
the next issue of 
The Star will 
appear on 14 
January 1993. 


Diary of 
stranded 
deportees 

page 7 


Eg: 

WO 

Back 


SufipISment on franco <*i &** 

I 

I Pages 10 A 11 


In this week's 


Trading boom at 
the AFM 

jUi^C J 


Biweekly ocononi/c newsIeHof. 
Thlslssue! 

■ Syrian industry boom 

■ Interview Dr Elias Saba 1 

■ The money scene ini Jordan 

■ Crop exports down 

. published toy Info-Media International 
V : For . subscription:information 

- v ' call 652380 . 















































































I 


• £: ■ 


!; !.! 


« ' 


i. 


! ! i :• 


l i* 


i i. 





i. ; : 
I : 1 


n- 


• j ' 



ft: 


2 THE STAR 


—• *f-V 



IV £ £ X 


Aw unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Journalists get a 
law they don't want 


■ The Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment finally approved the contro¬ 
versial press and publications 
draft law this week, after last 
minute attempts by a number of 
deputies to re-examine at least 
three articles in the draft, causing 
outrage among journalists and in¬ 
ternational human rights organi¬ 
zations because of their infringe¬ 
ment on press freedom and the 
rights of journalists. 

The government objected to a 
request to re-debate the articles, 
which the House had adopted in 
an earlier session, citing article 
45 of the House's internal regula¬ 
tions which prohibits putting to 
vote already approved articles. 
The only way the Lower House 
can re-examine the said articles 
will be if the Upper House, to 
which the draft law has been 
sent, rejects the draft and sends it 
back to the Lower House for 
amendments. His Majesty the 
King can also veto the final draft 
and suggest amendments. 

The controversial articles in the 
draft law include articles two, 
five and 42. Article two forces 
journalists to reveal their sources 
before court, while article five 
defines journalists os those affili¬ 
ated to the Journalists' Associa¬ 
tion. Article 42 provides restric¬ 
tions on the coverage of a 
number of issues.. Journalists be¬ 
lieve these articles limit freedom 
of press and rob Jordanian jour¬ 
nalists of their rights. 

The government, on the other 
hand, defends the law and says it 
is much more liberal, than the cur¬ 
rent one. — ■ 

Before voting on the law, the 
House voted to strike out articles 
■52,53 and 56, dealing with pen-, 
alties. The House voted in favor 
of the law. by 33 votes while 11 
voted against and 14 abstained. 


dicate to the wide chasm between 
the two countries. Kuwait contin¬ 
ues to take a belligerent position 
from Jordan and diplomats say 
the cold war between the two 
countries will continue to rage 
while the Snbahs are in power in 
Kuwait. 


Sharif Zaid to re¬ 
shuffle cabinet 
soon, paper says 


■ The government of Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker will undergo a major 
reshuffle soon, according to the 
Jerusalem-based Al Quds news¬ 
paper. The paper said that Sharif 
Zaid, who visited His Majesty 
King Hussein in London this 
week, discussed the reshuffle 
with the King, and that it will in¬ 
clude most of the cabinet minis¬ 
ters. But government sources de¬ 
nied the report and said a 
reshuffle could take place some 
time between February and 
March. 


to the recent agreement Jordanian 
banks in the Occupied Territories 
will be allowed to transfer funds 
to Amman. Prior to June 1967, 
eight commercial banks were op¬ 
erating in the West Bank and 
three in Gaza, with a total num¬ 
ber of branches reaching 26. 
Combined assets of these banks 
were (hen estimated al JD 15 mil¬ 
lion, while deposits were JD 14 
million and credit facilities JD 10 
million. 

After the occupation, Israel 
closed all financial institutions 
and froze all accounts, transfer¬ 
ring all funds to the Bank of Is¬ 
rael. 


Israel may give up 
Qaza before peace 
treaty 


Jordanian banks to 
set up shop across 
the river 


Relations with Qulf 
states-to warm tip 


■ Sl-V- 





M Politic^ pbsmyers expect; a; 

? RUyor thhw lriTriad relations be-, 
tween Amman, Doha,. Manama 
and Abu Dhhbi sobft, after', the 
conclusion of the GCC summit in 
Abu Dhabi: last week. The final 
statement. :of the" conference, 

: Which-was attended by the beads 
of-the : Six-member Gulf states!' 

. was moderate and 0 ailed for Arab 
recpntiljation,. Qatar's foreign 

ministry j. has. already .informed; 
Amman';6f its mlpntlop toapr 
point a riew Qatari ambassador.' : 

■ .Relations with.'the : : UAB 'have 

.witnessed, a iribdest ufrpftjVenWtf; 

. “Vthe.last few:weekSi-wia 

r e$.in Dubaf told rAejSfdr, that tftfe 
govfermnem ofAb^Dhabllscot^ 
sidering a pumberjjf.itepsitdi-iiit’i 
prove Irelatib^; ^jacloiui -witft 
•'Bahrain nave, improved tresmeit* 
; dously since the Quif 
relatlonVibetto^rt pi^.artdW* 
dan are almoit, normal.iBuf. obr 

- «!in; ,LVii. j • !;«.■_ «■' 


■ Five Jordanian banks will reo¬ 
pen their branches in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, according 
to Asharq Al Awsat newspuper. 
The paper quoted its Jerusalem 
correspondent. Dr Nabil Kokali, 
as saying that in addition to these 
banks four Jordanian insurance 
companies will reopen their 
branches in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries. Jordanian banks and insu¬ 
rance companies operating In 
these areas were closed after the 
Israeli occupation in 1967. 

. The paper said that according 
to its well informed sources, the 
PLO has endorsed the agreement, 
which has been reached between 
Jordan and Israel. The central 
banks of the two countries had 
been negotiating, for months, but 
the Central Bank, of Jordan had 
.reported little progress. Israel ■ 

] Wanted the. banks to be jointly ; 
monitored'by the Bank of Israel 
and the GBJ; Iordan refused the 
request! btit Palestinian sources , 
told the paper that a'compromise - 
may. ha,ve beeh reached for an in- 
terun period, 

• A shaft} Al A wat said the,B ank . 
;bf Israel has recently issued in- 
structions allowirtg the reopening 
of ,thfe; five, banks'ibranches. It 
said the decision will .be carried -j 
out as eiqiy as January 1993;: It; 
. added .tjiat the Arab. Land Batik 
v had: rented a new office.arid was 
ready Jo bpcrtte, It did not say 
I Whcm’theofficeislOc^ted. • . 
.C". Ac'^bjxlihgj to the 1 pdper,-; the 
^'bahkiaitelhe Bank of Jordan, the 
f ; British papfc; bf the Middle East, 

■ JthA- Arab 1 - Batik, the Jordan i Na- 
ijddrfalv’Baitik.'jmd the Arab Land 
-,Barik.. |Th^ /Insurance firm$ are 
.■.|;Americ&n, ^National, French land 
AJrab jm'surhftce, companifes. Cup 
v' temiy.lfle^ro-Ammab Bank is 


hj prove. *.y , b'i* 

1 1 abou -efforts to 'bfitfjj leaders: 



■ Will the Gaza Strip be the first 
bit of occupied land that the Is¬ 
raelis would cede to the Palestini¬ 
ans? Some Israeli writers believe 
so. In fact the strong possibility 
of this option has created a furor 
in Israel, with hardliners vehe¬ 
mently objecting to the slogan 
"Gaza First”, which requires Is¬ 
rael to withdraw to the pre-1967 
borders. The fdet that the Intifndn 
first broke out in Gaza from 
which it spread to the rest of the 
Occupied Territories, in addition 
to being the breeding ground for 
such extremists as Hamas and the 
Islamic Jihad hnvc all contributed 
lo a general feeling among a 
growing majority of Israelis that 
there is nothing ip be gained from 
holding on to Gaza. 

A few days before the kidnap¬ 
ping and killing of Nissim Tolc- 
dano, allegedly by Hamas acti¬ 
vists, Israel's Minister of Health 
, Haim Ramon proposed that Israel 
should withdraw from Gaza. He 
said that there arc three things to 
be gained from such a withdraw¬ 
al. First, It would push negotia¬ 
tions with the Palestinian forward 
hnd, -second, it. would leave it up 
to the Palestinians to deal, with 
the worsening situation in the 
strip and, third, it would give the 
Israelis some hope and peace df 
mind! 

■ Gaza, which used to be the 
, main source qf cheap labor for Is-. 

;rael's ihdustry, constitutes a se¬ 
curity burden for the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment. Today at least; 60 
: percent of Gaza's laborers are 
said to work inside Israel. But 
daily confrontations,'strikes and 
- curfews have harmed both the. 
workers and Israeli industries. , 

.Harsh measures applied by Is- 
■'< raeli hawks such as Ariel Sharon 
failed to Stamp out the reslstance 
■of the stubborn Gazans back: ih 
the Seventies.: 1 Lately, Gaza, 
where at least 250,000 Pa|estini- 
. ans live, w!as the scene of bloody 
'confrontations on both sides,: At 
•; least 12 Gazans have also been 
wiled since Israel deported more 
thflii ■ 400 Palestinians (mostly 
worn GaZa):tbSotithLebailon', 

. ! v A, number \ h of Israelis h’aVC 
. -pallpd for a middle-ground ,solu- 


Congratulate me.. I've just paid the duty on my car! 



called for even harsher measures 
such as the death penalty for kill¬ 
ers, sending the tanks into towns 
and camps and giving Israeli sol¬ 
diers the freedom to shoot and 
kill suspected subversives. 

Ze'eve Begin, son of former Is¬ 
raeli premier Menachem Begin 
and member of Knesset, wrote in 
The Jerusalem Post recently that 
the slogan "Gaza first" has been 
adopted by the Arabs "with the 
aim of forcing the gradual disso¬ 
lution of the Zionist entity." He 
also cited Foreign Minister Shim¬ 
on Peres, who is reported to linve 
said that "abandoning Ga/n 
would lead to its immediate con¬ 
trol by the terrorist groups there." 
Begin said that abandoning Ga/n 
will be the first step towards es¬ 
tablishing a Palestinian stale 
there. 

But a number of Israeli news¬ 
papers have recently adopted 
what could be described ns a 
pragmatic line, saying that with 
the blow ngaiust Hamas, Israel 
should start talks with the PLO, 
with the aim of transferring au¬ 
thority over Gaza lo them. Davor 
columnist Teddy Prcuss wrote 
that Israel should use "(he slick 
for Hamas and the carrot of nego¬ 
tiations for the PLO." He snid de¬ 
lay in (negotiating with the PLO) 
will only breed more extremists, 
whom Israel will nevor be able to 
negotiate with. 


Islamists 1 party 
splits too soon 


him Mnssoud lost. But the party 
proved its strength when more 
than JD 120,000 were collected 
in less than nn hour. 

The independents are being led 
by Mr Raef Najm, at whose 
house the disgruntled members 
met on Saturday and decided to 
submit their resignations. In their 
letter of resignation, the indepen¬ 
dent members said that the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood movement had 
ignored an earlier agreement to 
make the 1AF n wide base for all 
members who join on individual 
basis and not in accordance with 
their former affiliations. They 
said the results of Friday's elec¬ 
tions confirmed the contrary. 
Those who signed (he letter in¬ 
cluded Hnmdi Tnbaa, Hnshem 
A/uin, Izzal Al Uzeizi, Haindal- 
Inh Nubulsi, Abdel Rnzznq Tbei- 
sliat, Raef Najm, Mausour Kis- 
wnni and Yousef Mbcidin. 

The lAFs temporary general 
secretary Dr Ishaq AI Fnrhan re¬ 
acted lo" (Ills development by ac¬ 
cusing the resigning members of 
noting hastily. He rejected allega¬ 
tions that the party was a front 
for the Muslim Brotherhood and 
said lire 1AF was open to all citi¬ 
zens and was not a monopoly of 
(he Brotherhood. 

Dr Al Farlian told Al Ktti that 
over 40 percent of the consulta¬ 
tive council members are from 
the independent bloc. He denied 
charges that the resignations will 
weaken the 


weaken the party. 

Mr Najm told the newspaper 
that the Independent candidates 


■; One day after the foundin 
committee of the newly-licens 
Islamic Ac¬ 


tion Front 
elected a 
120-member' 
SHura (Con¬ 
sultative) 

Council, < 17 
independent 
(non Muslim 
Brotherhood) 
members re¬ 
signed ' in 
protest over 



won only 15 percent of the seats, 
while some constituencies were 
dominated by Muslim Brothers. 
He added that other independent 
members may resign soon. 


Britain gives grant 
for West Bank 
school. 


DrFarhan 


the domination of the Muslim 
Broftertiockf bloc 1 of .the council. 
The crisis will delay the election 
of a 17-member executive coun¬ 
cil. The independents' main con¬ 
cern is that the IAF will become 
■Just another face of the Muslim 


Just anqi 
Brothers, 


■ Britain's Overseas Develop' 
ment Administration will give a 
£500,000 grant to build a girls 
school in the occupied W«l 
Bank. The funds will be chan¬ 
neled through 1 UNRWA. The pew 
school forms part of UNRWA s 
program for Palestinian refugees 
in the Near East, which provides 
vitally needed assistance for refu¬ 
gees in the area. 


jcpuia ; t» mrarpretea as wqakrfcfc 

’ and: 4* a‘ triumph! for ftp exqk 

: ; ttustsi TsMl ^ fihqMlS jgiire. Gazans 
/splf-rofo;; ; .5taWs:! ^aVe; 


The speed with which the split 
, took:placei astounded observers, 
who . earlier commented on the 
democratic : atmosphere which 
, prevailed during . Friday's elec- 
tions. It ^ now certain that the in- 
. dependent Islamists will move to 
form their own party, reflecting 
die split that exists^ inside the 
; Lower House. •; ; *: ; 

. ' DUring Friday’s elections the 
. tradidonal leadership pf ' the 
brotherhood- was; Japed ydd* an 
f- :bftw .challenge; 1ms 'time from 
young iiBrbfl^hoodicanftdates, 
f jjU; Ral I newspaper: reported that 
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Jordan Hot-line 

24 hours 
It's free 

It's a short cut for 
information 
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Restaurants, 
Entertainment... 
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Mirroring the state of the economy 

AFM makes big gains in 1992 


By Bilal Hijjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

ACCORDING TO Dr Ummaya 
Toukan, director general and 
chairman of the Amman Finan¬ 
cial Market (AFM), the better 
definition to a stock market is 
that of being a mirror to the cur¬ 
rent state of an economy. If one 
takes this statement literally, then 
our economy has triggered a vol- 
ume-of-trade leap at the AFM 
from last year's JD 302 million to 
JD 860 million this year — an 
excellent expansion echoing a 
worthy amount of continued con¬ 
fidence in our economy. 

“We expect trading volume to 
reach JD 880 million at the end 
of this year," Dr Toukan told The 
Star. 

Among other benefits, the re¬ 
cent boost in market trading has 
increased AFM's income. Since it 
was founded in 1978, the AFM 
has been following a policy of 
conservative expenditures. With 
an expected record profits this 
year, the "old dream” of relocat¬ 
ing the market into its own land 
mark building is closer to being 
realized than ever before. ''Lnte- 
ly, we've bought a good size 
piece of land in Shmeisani for the 
new AFM site," Dr Toukan said. 

Reasons that activated the 
AFM plans to expand vary, but 
the on going peace process, con¬ 
tinued economic stability, repatri¬ 
ated monies of Gulf returnees vy¬ 
ing investments, new economic 
provisions encouraging invest¬ 
ments, a so-fnr successful eco¬ 
nomic adjustment program, and 
most significantly nn institutional 


tilt towards privatization have all 
promoted a now-or-never deci¬ 
sion to start up a much-delayed 
expansion plan. 

In its current organization, the 
AFM administration is a govern¬ 
ment-elected body, doing the 
song and dance in unison. While 
the AFM is directing activities of 
the financial market it is also the 
securities and exchange commis¬ 
sion (SEC) — a government 
agency empowered to regulate 
and supervise trading activities. 
Such a capacity has given the 
AFM the added role of prevent¬ 
ing unfair practices on trading 
and providing an orderly market 
for investors. “We have a perma¬ 
nent ministry of finance represen¬ 
tative in die management of 
AFM monitoring development 
and operation here." 

According to Dr Toukan, the 
organization of Jordan's finan¬ 
cial-market is not so much unlike 
"the organization of financial 
markets in most third world 
countries," notwithstanding the 
fact that they're also government 
controlled. "In the future, the 
government here will allow for 
un AFM, privately owned and in¬ 
dependent," Dr Toukan added. 

The AFM, according to Dr 
Toukan offers help to other stock 
markets in Oman, Bahrain, 
Yemen, Turkey, and recently Su¬ 
dan. 

Financial markets throughout 
the world are heavily organized, 
and their relation to the govern¬ 
ment is a complex issue. In the 
AFM's case, there is the primary 
market in which new issues are 
sold for the first time to raise cap¬ 


ital. Then there is the 
secondary market, 
where trading in securi¬ 
ties, which has been is¬ 
sued in the primary 
market, takes place. 

The secondary market 
is made up of an orga¬ 
nized market, a parallel ui 

market, the bonds mar- ^ 

ket, and transactions of > 

the trading floor. a 

' The significance of 5 

die secondary market • 5 

stands high because it ^ 

provides a complete liq¬ 
uidation to primary is¬ 
sues. This allows for 
stimulating investment 
in the new issues of the 
primary market. 

On the AFM trading | 

floor, where smoking is-■ 

prohibited, it is just like 
any other trading floorTraders 
shout at each other, communicate 
in hand signs, symbols and a lo¬ 
cal marketing jargon. Heads nod, 
fists dutch and relax above head 
level, eyes transfix on changing 
figures on the board. While bro¬ 
kers are busy chalking down 
changed values of listed compa-" 
nies, many traders monitor the 
board through opem-like binocu¬ 
lars. 

By law a company's stock can¬ 
not lose or gain more than 5 per¬ 
cent of its value in a day's trad¬ 
ing. 

"Trading is dead, you know, 
and usually it is at this lime of the 
year," one trader said. "Much 
supply and little demand," anoth¬ 
er commented. According to 
many traders, the best time to 
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buy is shortly before companies 
publish their annual financial re¬ 
ports because buyers can still 
make dividend, even if they ac¬ 
quire stocks one day before the 
company announces its dividend 
allocation. 

"You look for companies in an 
active industry, their assets are 
not very depreciated, they own 
prime real estate and if the com¬ 
pany directors were people with a 
solid experience in Jordan's mar¬ 
ket, then you buy, and you sleep 
on it," one investor explained 
how he picks his stock. "But if 
the company directors are from 
the Gulf returnees, then you' re 
better off waiting," he added. 

Another speculator, Mazen Su- 
lieman, told The Sterthat the best 
way to win in stock picking is 
when there is top management 


shuffle in a company. "You 
check on the new people in 
charge of the company and (hen 
you make your move," he said. 

Investors rely on many sources 
to asses the ongoing status of 
their stock; local newspapers, 
government announcements and 
word of mouth are the most cited 
sources of information. 

"I think that privatizing sec¬ 
tions of the industry will natural¬ 
ly add a lot of business to the 
floor," Dr Toukan said. "I person¬ 
ally would like to see a lot of pri¬ 
vatization in the country, but 
again the government has a re¬ 
sponsibility of seeing the overall 
effect of changes on ihe nation us 
a whole. Their view must have 
more validity to the common 
goad. I hope their path would be 
that of a balanced act." ■ 
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Egyptians in Jordan look 
forward to the future 


By Vesna Mashnrqa 
Special 10 The Scar 

FOLLOWING THE evacuation 
of Egyptian workers from Jordan 
before the Gulf war, recent fig¬ 
ures have shown chat the number 
»f those living temporarily in the 
Kingdom has now returned to a 
steady 75,000. The approaching 
new year holds high expectations 
for them all; in the hope of renliz- 
ing those goals and dreams that 
they envisaged before leaving 
their homeland. 

No mutter how different their 
reasons for emigration may have 
been, most Egyptian workers say 
that financial instability led them 
to leave their homes in the hope 
of Tuin I ling their dreams and 
needs. 

The Star approached a number 
of Egyptian construction and res¬ 
taurant workers in Amman, to 
ask them about their experiences 
in Jordan, nnd their plans for the 
coming new year. They unani¬ 
mously agreed that Jordan is like 
a home country to them, hut still 
they stressed that nothing could 
be as fulfilling as being close to 
their families and enjoying their 
love and core. 

"A man.has to suffer for his 
family, and his family should 
give him all its respect and appre¬ 
ciation in return." said Abdul 
Khaleq Abdul Hadi from Man- 
soura. Abdul Khaleq vvprks ns a 
guard at n construction site by 
night, and during the day-time 



There are now around 75,000 Egyptian workers in Jordan 


helps the workers with the build¬ 
ing of (he house. 

In this way, he is lucky enough 
to earn two wages at one time, 
but one can only doubt his happi¬ 
ness. This is evident when one 
secs the brick barracks that he 
calls his home, with nylon bags 
wrapped around the outside to 
stop the wind from blowing 
through its holes, and his shiver¬ 
ing and sneezing from a heavy 
cold. 

Abdul Khuleq's makeshift bed 
is made from wooden trunks 
raised high above the floor, in an 
attempt to avoid the puddles of 
rain water on the ground. Upon 
the trunks he has added two tiny 
mats and blankets, to keep the 
freezing winter colds at bay and 
on which to rest his aching back. 

This is my third migration to 


Jordan in the past five years," he 
said. "I have managed to marry 
and buy a piece of land. I now 
hope to save enough money to 
build a four-room house, at a 
minimum cost of 6000 Egyptian 
pounds." The father of two chil¬ 
dren, Abdul Khaleq also supports 
eight other members of his fami¬ 
ly- 

He mentioned that his family is 
"very proud" of his work, espe¬ 
cially nis father, and that when he 
goes back home to Egypt they 
will plan a big party and prepare 
delicious dishes for all of the visi¬ 
tors. 

For Salali Ibrahim, n driver 
from Kafr Sheikh, Jordan was 
seen as a country of opportuni¬ 
ties. He leamt a new profession, 
cooking, eamt some money ami 
will be leaving for Egypt at the 
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beginning of January. Once 
home, he plans to open a modern 
restaurant in his village with tile 
money that he saved. He refused 
to be a farmer like his father, but 
complained that the wages of a 
bus driver in Egypt is not enough 
to gel married or build an inde¬ 
pendent section onto the family 
home. 

After his time spent in Jordan 
he will be able to achieve all the 
things he ever dreamed of. He is 
resolute in his decision that this 
will be his last migration, as "it is 
extremely hard to live separated 
from the family." 

For Suleiman Suleiman from 
the town of Monuhia, after three 
years working in Iraq, he is now 
intending to stay in Jordan for an¬ 
other five years. The biggest 
dream of his life, he said, is to get 
married to an educated girl. A 
teacher by profession, he is work¬ 
ing at n' restaurant on Gnrdcns 
Street as u dish washer, earning 
JD 70 a month. He estimates that 
the cost of his wedding will lie as 
much as JD 6000. 

Ahmad Hani/u, a 4H-yoar-old 
from the suhurhs of Alexandria, 
shares the same worries ahout 
wedding expenses, but his com- 
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mitments are to his daughter's 
bridegroom's family. He claimed 
to Imve been "practically forced" 
into migration because of his 

G ride and the promise he gave to 
uy the clothes, the gold, some 
kitchen utensils uml food for the 
wedding party. He mentioned 
ihul this will cost up m JD 1500, 
which he hopes to achieve with 
his JD 50 a month salary as a res¬ 
taurant cleaning hoy. 

While discussing with the 
Egyptian restaurant bar tender 
and the chief assistant waiter, 
some conclusions arose as to the 
benefits of working in Jordan, 
such as the similarity of-the two 
cultures, (he pleasant people, the 
comparatively high salaries and 
the privilege of not being loo far 
away from home. They agreed 
that Jordanian employers show 
understanding for their situation, 
helping them find accommoda¬ 
tion or to cope with the different 
aspects of a hard emigrant life. 

"Egyptian laborers are hard 
workers," said Muhammad Ah¬ 
mad Abu Arqoubi a Jordanian 
businessman from Jnbal Hamlcn. 
"They are also very cooperative, 
friendly and extremely loyal." He 
also stressed that Egyptian work¬ 
ers do not refuse any,job, while 
Jordanians are very selective. 
This, he claims, helps him run his 
stone business efficiently, most 
of the lime with the help of Egyp¬ 
tian workers. 

"They work hard, and dream 
ahout their plans. That's all they 
do," he said. "It's no wonder that 
one day their dreams come true."! 


National workshop on 
essential drugs held 


By n Star Staff Writer 

FIFTY PHYSICIANS and phar¬ 
macists met at u four-day work¬ 
shop Iasi week to discuss the role 
of essential drugs in the King¬ 
dom, nnd the concept of their use 
and control. 

Jordaninn pharmacist Laila llu- 
drnn, director of drug quality con¬ 
trol nnd the World Health Organ¬ 
ization (WHO) national 
counteiparl, told The Star dial 
"essential drugs arc high quality 
drugs that comply with the needs 
of any country, to cure the major¬ 
ity of the population, available at 
all times." She cited vaccines, an¬ 
tidotes for poisoning and medi¬ 
cines for the card io-vascular or 
central nervous systems as exam¬ 
ples. 

Participants to the workshop 
were from various ministry of 
health hospitals and health cen¬ 
ters. Under the direction of Ms 
Badran, the workshop's main aim 
was to improve control over and 
the rational use of essential 
drugs. Using the WHO essential 
drugs list as a model, a revised 
national list was created for Jor¬ 
dan's hospitals and health centers, 
with certain drugs being added or 
deleted, and certain dosage forms 
corrected. 

•The importance of establishing 
a drug information center in Jor¬ 
dan, according to the latest WHO 
recommendations, was also dis¬ 
cussed at the workshop. Ms 
Hyam Kadri Alusef, director of • 
the poisoning information depart-, 
ment at the drug, control, and 
pharmacy directorate^ mentioned 
|hal ihe.roleof U dnig informa¬ 
tion center wpuld be to give giiid- s 
Wce on ihd proper use and con¬ 
trol of 1 : dreg 6 information - 
distribution in the Kingdom. 1 
The .impOTtgnce of establishing ‘ 
a centralized computer network 

. ' ,'r* ' i-1 . ■‘ v ~ 


lor the dissemination of u|xlntcd 
drug information was ulso dis¬ 
cussed. Participants to the work¬ 
shop expressed hopes that the 
eenter will also establish links 
with schools of medicine and 
pharmacy at Jordan's universities, 
and with governmental and pri¬ 
vate sector hospitals. This, they 
claimed, will facilitate dissemina¬ 
tion of the most up-to-date na¬ 
tional and imernationul drug re¬ 
search nnd information. 

On the third day of the work¬ 
shop, participants discussed the 
role of local drug manufacturing 
companies and their role in pro¬ 
viding essential drugs. A list of 
locally-manufactured pharmaceu¬ 
tical preparations available in Jor¬ 
dan wus also analyzed, with the 
essential drugs selected. It was 
decided that manufacturers 
should plan their pharmaceuticals 
production according to demand. 

The fourth and final day of¬ 
fered condensed lectures discuss¬ 
ing the resolutions considered at 
the last world health assembly in 
Geneva in May 1992, where Ms 
Badran represented Jordan's Min- 
Islry of Health. Such resolutions 
refer mostly to policy concerning 
essential drugs, and participants 
discussed how such resolutions 
should be adopted in Jordan.. ' 

- The resolutions were broken 
down into.the categories of: Im¬ 
munization and vaccine quality, 
harmonizing drug regulations, the 
WHO action program on essen¬ 
tial drugs, WHO ethical criteria 
for medicinal drug promotion, 
drag and alcohol abuse and a glo¬ 
bal strategy, for prevention and 
control, ofAlDS. Other topics or 
national importance,' such,- “ 
women's health and development 
and ipfant ami. child, nutrition 
Wore - discussed, along die 
b^dth and environmenUU effects 
of nuuiieajr weap0ns. •; ! 
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Oppression mounts in 
European societies 


By Shirley Rizvi 

IS EUROPE sliding towards to¬ 
talitarianism? This apparently 
outrageous question evokes less 
scornful laughter today than a 
few years ago. 

Europe is not sliding towards 
totalitarianism, but its democra¬ 
cies are under increasing strain. 
Individual freedoms have only 
just appeared on the scene in 
eastern Europe, but they are be¬ 
ing eroded in western Europe by 
important new changes — from 
an increasing use of modern tech¬ 
nology to gross abuses of power 
by police and security authorities. 

This decline in individual 
rights in some of the most self- 
righteous bastions of fair play 
and freedom oddly coincides 
with the West's vigorous attempts 
to seek linkage between foreign 
aid and human rights behavior by 
Third World governments. 

As Andrew Gmhnm-Yooll, Ed¬ 
itor of Index on Censorship, says, 
the positive developments on the 
international front arc being ne¬ 
gated by setbacks on the 
European scene. "Europe is get¬ 
ting worse," he asserts, even as 
European governments have be¬ 
gun applying more assiduously 
human rights criteria to their 
dealings with notoriously oppres¬ 
sive governments. 

Graham-Yooll is not alone in 
expressing disquiet over the Eu¬ 
ropean situation. Anna Stuttaid, a 
spokesperson for Amnesty Inter¬ 
national, reflects the concerns of 
ninny in the human rights watch¬ 
dog institutions worldwide when 
citing the numerous cases of tor¬ 
ture, miscarriage of justice and 
police brutality in western and 
central Europe. 

The paradox of the rights issue 
in Europe is best illustrated by 
the British example. At n time 
when Prime Minister John Ma¬ 
jor's government is busy 
enshrining its declared 'good gov¬ 
ernment’ agenda in a brand-new 
department of Human Rights Pol¬ 
icy Unit in the Foreign Office, 
the British law enforcement agen¬ 
cies have been inundated by 
charges of abuse of power, bru¬ 
tality and wrongful conviction. 

Instances of more serious abus¬ 
es of power by police have 
become more frequent on the 
continent, where torture of sus¬ 
pects and wrongful confinement 
have recurred with an alarming 
frequency. The latest Amnesty 
International annual report cited 
specific cases of police excesses 
in Austria, France, Germany, 
Greece, Norway and Switzerland. 

Independent observers believe 
that even greater risks lie in the 
way inadequate legal frameworks 
are being used to the detriment of 
individuals. The problem is al¬ 
ready apparent in Britain, where 
the confrontational style of dis¬ 
pensing justice, the courtroom 
dramas of (he prosecution vs. the 
defense, and the lack of written 
depositions (such as those preva¬ 
lent in France), have led to a rash 
of miscarriages. 

.., Graham-Yooll is convinced the 
system needs to change to bring 
it in line at least with the fairer 
systems in force on the continent, 
but he acknowledges (he fight for 
reform is going to be "a hard 
BlOg."-; 

G There is no debate on constitu¬ 
tional or legal reforms, ho adds, 
because intellectual energies in 
recent years have concentrated on 


other pressing social issues — 
such as the crisis created by the 
unemployed millions. 

Ai least 111 cases of miscar¬ 
riage of justice have been sent to 
the Home Office. Leading the 
campaign for quashing convic¬ 
tions ot innoceni people serving 
long prison terms is the BBC tel¬ 
evision program. Rough Justice. 
It has focused attention, in chill¬ 
ing detail, on (he great lengths to 
whieh police sometimes have 
gone to nail the innocent. 

Defects in legal and judicial 
systems, such as (hose brought to 
light in Britain, are being exacer¬ 
bated by the onrush of 
technology, which brings more 
institutional control than ever 
over individuals. 

"The credit card companies, 
banks and telephone companies 
together sometime know more 


about an individual than the clos¬ 
est uf relatives," says one activist. 
"How lung will it be before this 
pooling of information becomes a 
temptation for authority?" 

Eric Howe, the Data Protection 
Registrar, has warned that indi¬ 
vidual rights of privacy are in 
grave danger of being eroded be¬ 
cause of rapid growth in the 
volume of personal information 
stored on computers. There is 
mounting pressure, say officials 
such as Howe, for a wider use of 
public information files. 

This 'wider use' may result in 
an individuals' medical, financial 
and police records being brought 
together to provide valuable pro¬ 
files to an authority in power. 
"When that begins to happen, it 
will herald the beginning of the 
end for individual freedom in 
Europe," says one activist. 


While government-level nr Lu- 
nipcan Community measures to 
control and protect personal data 
about individuals have a certain 
validity, these measures actually 
cut both ways. While assuming 
the role of protectors of personal 
data, official agencies may actu¬ 
ally he undermining individual 
freedoms. 

Concern over the new data pro¬ 
tection legislation being 
discussed by the European Com¬ 
mission illustrates the problem. 
The new laws will make it illegal 
to keep computer records on indi¬ 
viduals, but in the process of 
doing so these laws will also de¬ 
prive many agencies of their right 
to use such information for the 
benefit of those individuals. 

Investigative journalism may 
go out of the window, analysts 
say. but also international agen¬ 
cies such as Amnesty may suffer 
a serious blow. 

"While we welcome this EC- 
wide initiative on data protection, 
unfortunately the new laws, if 
passed as they currently stand, do 
not lake human rights concerns 
into account and would seriously 


THE STAR 5 


hamper the work uf Amnesty In¬ 
ternal inual's work in a standstill 
within the European Communi¬ 
ty.” 

The complex problems intro¬ 
duced by modern technology can 
only hinder efforts to preserve in¬ 
dividual rights, the outlook for 
which remains grim. As Anna 
Slut lard of Amnesty Internation.il 
says, "There is no area in the 
world where basic individual 
rights are not threatened." 

The human rights watchdog 
body's report took literally the 
whole world community to task 
for contempt of human rights. 

"As long as the torturers, the 
state assassins and those who 
give the orders act with a free 
hand and without fear of punish¬ 
ment, the cycle of violations will 
never be broken," Amnesty says 
in its report. 

On the positive side, so fur the 
outspoken lobbying groups such 
<ls Al and individuals have had 
their say. But for how long. The 
shifts in the European scene have 
filled ninny people with a sense 
of foreboding. ■ 
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The tests of democracy 

FOR MOST Jordanians the ycnr 1992 has been an eventful one. Economi¬ 
cally, the Kingdom suiprised all by scoring one of the highest rates of 
growth (in real terms); almost 11 percent. This being the case after most 
analysts left the country for dead after the end of the Gulf War. For a 
country as small and vulnerable as Jordan, surviving the year would have 
been a blessing, but making a remarkable recovery is the closest thing to a 
miracle from heaven. Perhaps it is not that simple. 

It is true that Jordan was among the main victims of the Gulf War/Crisis, 
having repatriated more than 300,000 citizens in a few months and losing 
its political and economic assets in the Gulf region. But for those who are 
enamored of bashing this country and declaring its doom every time the 
region undergoes one of its unpredictable jitters, (hey have very little un¬ 
derstanding of the underlying socio-political foundations that make Jordan 
what it is today. 

Having said this we congratulate ourselves before anyone else for getting 
our act togedier and performing what many believed was the impossible. 

The end of the tunnel has not been reached, to use a worn out clichd. We 
may never reach it. Political, social and economic realities make it a neces¬ 
sity for Jordanians to struggle all the time. It is not a rosy picture, but it is 
not a shabby one either. 

For those who mourn Jordan's nascent democracy every time the "exper¬ 
iment”, for it remains so, goes through a bumpy ride, they will be proven 
wrong, simply because real change comes from the people themselves. 
While experimenting with new democratic codes, values and laws may 
yield undesirable results sometimes, democratic societies must fumble in 
the dark, or set a course in the twilight, before heading towards a final des- 
ti null o n. 

Jordan's democratic experiment has been an exciting experience so far, 
with both negative and positive outcomes. We must Team to work from 
within the democratic system and not from the outside. Furthermore, our 
will to change must be based on our understanding of the unique problems 
of this country. Judging our democracy today can be as open-ended as de¬ 
bating whether the cup is half full or half empty. 

It is true that certain laws, such as the controversial press and publication 
law, are lacking in many ways, but what matters here is our ability as Jor¬ 
danians to force change from within the system; During 1992, public disin¬ 
terest in.the day-to-day function of Parliament has been evident. The legis- . 
lature.nnd the executive have wheeled and dealed away from public 
scrutiny. It was only when Jordanian politics touched on the sensational, 
as in the case of the two deputies, that people and the press took a stand 
and pressured both the House and the government. 

Jordanians elected the current Parliament in', free and .open elections. 
They have accepted the 80 deputies as their representatives, to. legislate [ 
and negotiate on their behalf. Many would'debale-the success and failure. .. 
of the experiment. But democracy," unlike autddracy, : is d'lively and ongo- . 
ing process. It doesn't come to a halt if people* lose confidence in thejr rep¬ 
resentative. But it does if we lose faith in democracy ad a way of life.. 

Jordanians must come to tlie realization that democracy in Jordan has not 
matured yet. Those who are its guardians may lose slight of its overwhelm* 
mg-objectives, find in, the process of policy-making many fine, but perti- 
: nent, details may fall tju'ough the cracks. What is important,here is to build : 
on; our modest' expenence and snuggle to develop our democracy, not 
nit ’ l -l surprised everybody by rescuing 6ur economy in 
1992, we may be able, to rescue 'democracy jri August oir July of next year. * 
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The Intifada and the 
peace process 


By KhaJri K Janbck 

INTIFADA: THE Palestinian Uprising. 
The icrm which has entered forcibly into 
the annals of international affairs, yet 
again brings tn the forefront the question 
of the viability of negotiating peace with 
an enemy who, when Draconian, massa¬ 
cres the Palestinians Arab populace and, 
when "democratic," depons them "en 
mass," violating every rule uf international 
legality in the name of tranquillity and 
peace. 

Under (he prevailing circumstances, the 
most natural Arab response would be to 
suspend the peace negotiations and issue 
statements and demarches for the intensifi¬ 
cation of the straggle inside (he occupied 
lands. On the other hand, it is very clear 
that a nation which has lost everything to 
the bullets and jails of the invaders, has no 
choice but to continue fighting until the 
day arrives when it has mastered its own 
destiny. The road in this protracted war 
will always be strewn with the bodies of 
the Palestinians martyrs and those of the 
Israeli invaders. While this is not by nny 
means a glorification of death, doomed is 
the land without any heroes. 

There is no doubt whatsoever regarding 
the legitimacy of nrmed struggle against 
the Israeli army of occupation. Throughout 
the world, the method of armed struggle 
has been utilized to resist forces of ocuipn- 
tion and hegemony. Most of the so-called 
terrorists of yesterday are the world states¬ 
men nnd leaders of today — a fact which 
could not have escaped the upper echelons 
of the Israeli leadership unless, of course, 
they are still under the mythical illusion of 
being the chosen people. 

The other method which Ims also been 
used ill different places and ut various 
times, is a method well attended in inlemii- 
tionnl history — that of diplomacy and ne¬ 
gotiations. The diplomats nnd negotiators, 
the unsung heroes of ail time, continue to 
perform their duties diligently without 
much ado or bravado. Their contribution, 
no less important than that of the armed 
lighters is, in all probability, more effec¬ 
tive. 

For this reason, it is always distressing to 
hear threats from the Arab quarters in the 
peace negotiations with Israel, of suspend¬ 
ing the negotiations or, worse, of with¬ 
drawing altogether from the process. 
Whenever wc, as Arab people, feel we 
have reached the maturity of acting in ac¬ 
cordance with the norms of "real poli¬ 
tique." we invariably tend to squander the 
opportunities arising front such scenarios. 
One is baffled in the attempt, to figure out 
just in whose interest it would be for .gov¬ 
ernments (both dt jure hnd defacto) to as¬ 
sume ?uqh d juvenile outlook, when they 
are only too aware of the difficulties that 
their nationals succumb under in the hope 
of some glimmer at the end of the tunnel 
for peace arid prosperity; 

;; ir is an immense responsibility to contin¬ 
ue. the negotiations with Israel. The hope- 
; less ness, frustrations and stagnation, which 
could become endemic in the confronta¬ 
tion countries and, more important, the ris¬ 
ing loll of .martyrs in the occupied lands 
will, Inevitably, turn into the deluge after 
which no one will remain, this in itself is a 
weapon big enough to wield over the Israe¬ 
li negotiators. 

, At .the time when the whole world and 
its representative institution, the United 
Nations, is condemning the illegal act of 


the deportation of hundreds of Palestinians, 
the Arab negotiators, rather than issue with¬ 
drawal threats to the world, .should instead 
pursue the peace negotiations more vehe¬ 
mently than ever. The hall should always 
be in the Israeli court. Whether they nre ac¬ 
tually serious or not about achieving pence 
ami stability in (he region is something that 
the Israelis themselves imisi decide. From 
the belligerent altitude of the Israelis, one 
cannot help hut conclude at times that seri¬ 
ousness is a rather clastic concept in (heir 
minds. 

Nevertheless, our duly is to always aim 
lor the liberation of our lands and the 
achievement of the much desired peace — 
by violence when necessary and negotia¬ 
tions wherever conducive. The question of 
the means of achieving our aims cannot be 
put in terms of either/or. We have to make 
use of all the means and implements availa¬ 
ble at our disposal if we arc to succeed in 
creating our new reality. 

As for the detractors of the peace pro¬ 
cess, the issue is very simple and straight¬ 
forward. 'flic peace conference is, after all, 
a by-product of the unjust second Gulf War 
nnd its dubious slims. There is no motion in 
it and, consequential, no change possible 
through it. It is illegitimate and nothing 
more than an expensive game of Charades 
that should be halted in its tracks in favor 
of the more sictive direct action. In its ideal¬ 
ism, such an outlook tends to see the situa¬ 
tion in terms of how it ought to be rather 
than how it actually is. Fnilurc to recognize 
change and motion is worthy of the disci¬ 
ples of the metaphysics of Zeno of Elea: it 
is not for liaise of us who are rational be¬ 
lievers in the sanctity uf our cause. Negoti¬ 
ations and direct action go together like 
hand and glove to achieve the same end. 
They arc inseparable inasmuch as are both 1 
sides of the same coin. One cannot differ¬ 
entiate between the value of each, as each 
weapon is all the more potent when applied 
with the other. 

It may he true that the old wisdom of 
"jaw, jaw is bettor than war. war." is al¬ 
ways preferable. However, in our predica¬ 
ment. wc shall have both jaw. jaw in addi¬ 
tion to war, war. The peace initiative is 
nothing hut the continuation of war by oth¬ 
er means. What else would it he when we 
daily witnesses the battle reports from the 
cities of our occupied territories? The nego¬ 
tiations with Israel continue to be nn essen¬ 
tial ingredient in the overall struggle 
against Zionism. 

One has only to rcllcct upon the Vietnam 
Wnr and the invaluable lesson taught there¬ 
in. As the habituu! US-bashers und lovers 
of nostalgia may recall, how very different 
the outcome of the Vietnam War would 
have been had the North Vietnamese, for 
one reason or nnothcr, suspended the nego¬ 
tiations even as they stood at the gates of 
Saigon. 

The call for the continuation of the peace 
process on the one hand and the intensificp- 
■ tion of (he Intifada on the other is the logic; 
of the unity of opposites. The former is the 
celebration of the forces of life, while the 
latter is the glorification of martyrdom. The 
synthesis of both is the deterministic con¬ 
clusion to the liberation of our lands and 
people. Doomed is the land with no heroes. 
Equally doomed is the nation that perpetu- 
, ally requires heroes. ■ 

Khairi Janbck Is a Jordanian writer spe* 
dalizlng In modern history and Interna¬ 
tional affairs. 
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By Richard Dowden 

THE GUNMEN arc usually friendly. 
When you knock at the great steel doors 
which protect every home in Mogadishu, ;i 
man with a gun peers through a hole und, 
if you are a foreigner, lets you in. They 
greet you, and sonic smile. But at a moth- 
er-and-cbild clinic this week, the gunmen 
shouted: "Go away Americans. We don't 
want you here." 

Telling them we were not Americans 
made no difference. They shouted: "Amer¬ 
icans, go away" again and waved their 
guns. Since most Somalis in Mogadishu 
i say they welcome the Americans nnd 
since these gunmen were guarding a inoth- 
er-and-bnby clinic, this seemed excessive, 
but this clinic is run by A1 Dawn A1 Isla¬ 
nd, the Islamic aid agency. Al Dawa has 
its headquarters in Sudan nnd is known to 
have close links with Al Itihad, the fast 
growing Islamic fundamentalist move¬ 
ment in Somalia. They are known to op¬ 
pose the American invasion, as they call 
it, nnd their leaders were unwilling to talk 
to journalists before discussing their plans. 

Al Itihad is strong in the noiih-east. nnd 
its members nre believed to have been re¬ 
sponsible for the murder of UN aid work¬ 
ers in Bosnsso this year Their base is at 
the port of Merca, south of Mogadishu. 

Abdullah Bnklicil Ahmed is a softly 
spoken doctor from Sudan who runs tour 
feeding centers in Mogadishu and two 
mother-und-hnhv clinics. He denies that 
Al Dawn receives any money from Su¬ 
dan's Islamic fundamentalist government, 
blit aid agencies working in Sudan say it is 
run by the government. Sudan's close 
links with Iran are causing concern among 
Sudan's neighbors, in particular Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, and Washington believes 
that Islamic fu tula menial i st organizations 
involved in kidnapping in Lebanon have 
established themselves in Sudan. 

Al ltihnd is not believed to be ready to 
mount any serious physical opposition to 
the US forces but, as the myriad political 
parlies light and fragment, the movement 
offers a cleur ideology. If (he US plan 
goes wrong, Al ltilv.ul could provide u ral¬ 
lying point for disaffected Somalis. 

The three US military jets which flew 
over Mogadishu lust Monday may have 
spotted a siring of military vehicles head¬ 
ing nut of n»wn. Both General Mohammed 
Farah Aideod and Ali Multdi, the leaders 






Helping Somalia 

'Go away US, we 
don't want you 1 


Somalia’s history of chaos 

With Its limited resources and lack ol a government, Somalia has a 
long way to go before it is able to stand on Its own. 


Recent conflict 


Tha crisis In Somalia stems from its collapse almo9. 
two years ago when rebels drove dictator Mohamed 


pass for newspapers 
showed people digging 
holes to hide their guns, 
and a jeep with an anti¬ 
tank gun mounted on the 
back which usually stands 
outside the residence of 
General Aideed, was driv¬ 
en away at dusk on Mon¬ 
day night. Three nights ago 
10 lorries and trailers load- 


B».tarn power, but ft. coon,* base Hq| £ 


of conflict that goes back many years. Here are events leading to 
the present crisis: 


—■ July 1,1960: British and Italian Somali territories unite to 
lorm the independent state of Somalia, 
tel rM October 1969: Economic problems prompt military ; 
Q / takeover, putting Maj. Gen. Mohamed Siad Barre In control. I 
m->r9 Mid-1970s: Drought kills millions of animals and puls morel 
■ / than 200,000 Somalia in temporary relief camps. 

I|i/f 1977,1976: With Soviet-provided arms, Somalia fights 
m / Ethiopia, taking over the Ogaden desert region. 

Q J Soviet-backed Ethiopian forces eventually drive back and 
Hi defeat lire Somalis. 

H Hi Late 1970s, early 1980s: Clan-based rebel movements ars 
BJJ formed. 

ipT rU 1980: Ethiopia and Somalia sign a peace agreement, 
n / ending the fighting over the Ogaden region. 

H/X Jan. 27,1991: Rebels seize the capital, overrunning Slad 
■A Barre's palace. Siad Barre eventually flees lo exile. 

EqU-fl Nov. 17,1991: Power struggle between rival dan warlords 
\ Mohamed Farrah Aldld and All Mahdl Mohamed results In 
B \ death or injury lo thousands of civilians, 
w Hi March 3,1992: Rival warlords sign UN-sponsored 
” cease-fire but fail (o agree on monitoring provisions. 

SOURCE: Chicago Tribuns. Worfd Book Eneyotopotfa, nswa rengit* 


of the two factions which dominate Moga¬ 
dishu, have pledged to bnnd in (heir weap¬ 
ons, but scores of "technicnls", the gun 
wagons of the fighting factions, have been 
leaving as the factions try to prevent them 
being confiscated by the Americans. 

Cnrtoons in the cycloslyled sheets which 


us iBBuing to outsjde ^ house of Qs . 

’ man Hassan Ali Alto, one 
of Mogadishu's richest 

„ nit a UMl flfld lTCin Whit httS 

unite 10 b „ nkro|led Generill Ai . 

military . fj 1 * 1 - They were said to 
rre In control. I tavecomclroinMcrea.il 
and puls morel P ort supposedly closed for 
)B months by lighting. They 

nalla lights hnve unladed and 

stored in the compound 
a back and around Mr Osman Atto's 

house. 

movements are Such trade has continued 
throughout the diabolical 

jreement, 13-month war which has 
destroyed Mogadishu and 
munnlng Siad driven millions from their 
exile. homes nnd land to starve, 

al dan warlords Most of it goes on behind 
Bd results In (he high walls and heavily 
guarded steel gates which 
naored protect every villa in (he 

sions. southern port of the city 

*■ where, with generators, 

freezers, radio telephones 
__ and stocks of food and vid¬ 
eos, the rich-of Mogadishu 
and western aid workers survive. 

On the streets, the Americans will find a 
broken town, without power for more than 
a year, its streets filled by day with scrap¬ 
yard vehicles — most without lights or 
windscreens — so overloaded with people 
that they scrape the ground. Economic bc- 


Diary of stranded deportees 


Editor's note: The following is port of a 
report filed hy UNRWA temporary re¬ 
lief workers trying to deliver assistance 
to more than 400 stranded Palestinians 
In Southern Lcbnnon, who were evicted 
from the Occupied Territories by Israel 
two weeks ngo. 

TUESDAY 22 DECEMBER, the Leba¬ 
nese cabinet met and confirmed tlfd gov¬ 
ernment's decision not to allow the re¬ 
sumption of emergency humanitarian 
assistance. This position was subsequently 
endorsed by the Lebanese parliament. 

During the night of 21/22 December, the 
deportees tfickied back to ibeir former lo¬ 
cation. 

UNRWA tried to send in a water (anker 
but was prevented by the Lebanese Army 
from doing so. Seven deportees had medi¬ 
cal problems. Six of the deportees were in 
hospifal, UNRWA agreed to meet the hos¬ 
pital costs.' 

WEDNESDAY 23 DECEMBER, there 
! w *s no fresh water in the location, and it 
was reported (hat ICRCs request to UNI- 
,*tL to supply water was refused by the Is¬ 
raeli authorities. 

The weather was bad, with heavy, icy 
rtjnj, and a forecast of snow. 

The Lebanese Aririy established a sec- 
jjhd checkpoint, about 200 meters north of 
i; fne.origjpjjj army checkpoint. Only a Leba- 
■ n tfc Red Cross ambulance was permitted 
'•S-ft' dt the original checkpoint. 

^J ute CneW) second checkpoint, an UNR¬ 
WA ambulance, one water tanker and wo 
WXjka were allowed to:be stetibne4, but' 


were not per¬ 
mitted to pro¬ 
vide nny relief 
aid to the de¬ 
portees. 

Three addi¬ 
tional depor¬ 
tees were tak¬ 
en to hospital. 

THURSDAY 
24 DECEM¬ 
BER, . UNR¬ 
WA and ICRC 
agreed to set 
up a joint op¬ 
eration and, if 
authorized, 
send in a con- 

Sidon and the The deportees; Denied medical aid 
Security Zone, 

consisting of , 

five UNRWA tracks and two ICRC vehi- con voy thi 


convoy through the Security Zone] ICRC. 
appealed this decision, whereupon the Is- , 

I- 1 ...II 1 J.L.n.1^ mat nrrl Kit a , jntfi rtf .8 Irt 


Cies. aypoaicu UUl U6WSIUH, irnviwi>vi. H- 

The UNRWA convoy consisted of a wa- ■ raeli cabinet met and .by a void of 8 to 6 -, 
ter tanker and four tracks carrying food- (with 2 abstentions) upheld the decision of 
stuffs, winter clothing, cooking oil and the government. V - 

heating fuel. The UNRWA convoy was in , After the' Israeli reftisal, UNRWA co- 
addition to the one kept in readiness in the ordlnator of operations met the Prime Mjn- 
Beaa'a The Lebanese government gave ister of Lebanon Mr Rafiq Al Hariri for .the 
the areen light to the convoy for delivery . secbiid time, to request, as a minimum. : 
hrnSoh rhe Security Zone. : that fresh water be allowed hi to the lofia- 

One UNRWA staff member-deportee;tion via, tfye Lebaneses.Artny checkpoint.,. 


-Israeli sovenuherit refused 
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tiv-Uy is restricted lo kiosks lining the main 
mads. Usually ran by women, they sell liny 
bags of soap, sugar, lea or coffee, single 
cigarettes und of course klial, while their 
ragged children accost any vehicle which 
slows with cigarettes or chewing gum. In 
the center of town where some of the worst 
fighting has taken place, erstwhile grand 
monuments to Italian colonialism are now 
heaps of rubble. 

If the US forces move out of town they 
will see sodden green fields being planted 
out by women with hoes, and be siruck by 
the sight of herds of sleek cattle and camels 
attended by young boys who wave m any 
passer-by. 

The ports stand empty, but down the 
coast from Mogadishu at Danade the MV 
Adventure, a Kenyan freighter, is moored 
about a mile offshore. In a scene reminis¬ 
cent of Africa 150 years ago, small craft 
crowd its hull. 

By the shore some 300 men in four lines 
stretching nut into the surf which some¬ 
times engulfs them pass box after box and 
sack after sack from the little boats to port¬ 
ers on the shore. A group of purlers kneel, 
heads on the .sand, saying their midday 
prayer. 

Tliis is the emergency food supply of the 
International Red Cross which is trying to 
feed about a million people in and around 
the capital. Further up the shore, Scan 
Brennan, an Irish Red Cross worker, sits 
under a thorn tree supervising the opera- ! 
tion. He said that the 3000 tons on the Ad¬ 
venture should lake about 10 days to un¬ 
load. "You can't hurry things here," lie said. 
The Red Cross is determined to maintain 
its own primitive supply lines, whatever the 
Americans do — not only to ensure they 
keep flowing, but also to maintain a politi¬ 
cal distance from the American operation. 

Where will the US forces find the starv¬ 
ing people they have come to save? Not un-‘ 
til they reach Baidoa, 200 miles west of the 
capital where two factions are fighting for 
the town. The Somali Democratic Move¬ 
ment, which originally held the town, arc 
trying to stop the forces of the United So¬ 
mali Congress, which hnve moved out of 
Mogadishu to avoid surrendering their 
weaponry. At least 30 people have been 
killed in three days and the fighting pre¬ 
vented food aid reaching people starving in 
camps near (he town. ■ 

The Independent 


Lebanese Red Cross. 

UNRWA doctors reported that of the 
eight, five urgently required continued hos¬ 
pitalization. 

SATURDAY 26 DECEMBER, it was re¬ 
ported that the deportees suffered from an 
acute shortage of fresh water and very lit- . 
tie kerosene for cooking and heating. 

SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER, the UNRWA 
doctors were not permitted to check 
, on the sick deportees, As journalists con¬ 
tinued to be allowed in, they reported that 
during, die night, bread for twd days nnd 
some heating fuel for the tent with the sick 

• deportees was brought in on donkeys by 
people from the nearby village of Mimess, 
which Is in the valley below the location. 

The ! deportees used melted snow for 
drinking water. The most serious problem 
continued to be lack of emergency niedicnl ■' 
care for the. sick deportees who''had beert 
returned from the hospital. The Lebanese 
Army refused lo allow UNRWA lo send in 
medical supplies. 

-. The UNRWA cptivoy remained in Naba- 
tiyeh, while a second one remained in posi¬ 
tion at the second Lebanese Army check-, 
point in the Beqa'a. '<■.'• 

MONDAY 28 DECEMBER, the Leba- 
.hese parliament is meeting iniftill session 
to consider the issue further. Il ls reported 
that a French Government Offer P sertd lit 
two medical teams, one v)a Israel arid the 
,- Security Zone, and B second via Lebanop, 
is under consideration in Beirut and Tel 
' Aviv.' 

If is also reported that two Arab Israeli 

• Member^ :of 'KndSset have started a relief 
■ convoy towards'ihe‘border, although they 
•' have been.advised that the Israeli Army 

will hot allow.them to proceed beyond the 
northern border.#. 




















# THE LARGEST group of Japanese tourists to visit Jordan landed at 
Queen Aiia International Airport on Sunday 27 December. 226 Japa- 
. SSS'SHl^u; 8 ^*^ on board the first Royal Jordanian charter flight 
. Sj 1 !' in Japan. Handling agent for this group UNahas Travel 
' v!|t *®P £)n | ,n ^ Ie ^ with the.tour operator in Japan. 


i^Vater: i 


tne;birmiof i 1 ;.v."" •• 

tKe ItewVear. 1- " '• 

Tpe party yvUI .be bn Thursday 31 
December, u 

? '^iihgvwiii be' screened at 
the: British- Council oh Wednes¬ 
day 6 Dumber, at 7:00 pm... 


snowing, -Dirty Hartyf oaSunday 

3’and .7 Janqa0f^5;Qp pmJ: 


ffl -Rural lifalf luL.,.2. 


NEW YEAR PARTY 

• The S» 
cial ■ Com- P 
‘piilteeat the 
Royal Auto-r If 

mobile Club 5gf/rH 
will . orga- jBL 
njzd/a spe- TgSIjsgi 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free ofchargeinThe 
Star's People and Events 
page. 
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Second Theater Festival 


Facing the hard facts 


By Vcsna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

THE SECOND Jordanian Thea¬ 
ter Festival is approaching its 
end. It seems that everything has 
been going fine from the organi¬ 
zational point up to the required 
artistic standards. Each play has 
been shown twice. On die third 
day (lie panel discussions took 
place, gathering more or less ex¬ 
perienced artists, critics and re¬ 
porters and Jordan's newly born 
theater-goers and theater fans. 

The world is setting smaller 


art work and its val- 
uc ‘ 

Unfortunately, [ yfelEsP 
while criticism in M M api 
the civilized world is Blrljlfpj 
an art in itself and an jfl 
important part of the ’? 
art cycle, an crili- MijjSifll^ 
cism in Jordan is 
looked upon either 
as a continuation of 
hostility, which is 
widely spread . 
among Jordanian artists whenev¬ 
er personal differences interfere 
in the evaluation of art work, or 


turns out that those who taught us 
so. cannot tolerate criticism 
themselves. 1 ' 


Hence, taking Jordan as an exam- 

E le, the new standards which 
ave been shown during the thea¬ 
ter festival are half imported and 
half locally produced, sometimes 
giving a very pleasant blend. 

On the other hand, there are old 
standards, which are preventing 
the festival from getting into full 
shape, while not reaching the ex¬ 
pected grandiosity. 

Considering Jordan as a rela¬ 
tively young country, where the 
impact of the modernization pro¬ 
cess has created gaps and contra¬ 
dictions in traditional values, it is 
not surprising to see that there are 
still remnants of the traditional 
way of thinking. The festival 
proved this point. 

A real problem was raised dur¬ 
ing the panel discussions, where 
art criticism is understood to be a 
tribal duty to protect friends and 
attack enemies, regardless of the 


fabricated lies about his personal 
life, forgetting all about the topic 
of discussion. 

Surprisingly enough, the same 
situation dominated the premises 
of the Royal Cultural Centre, the 
place where artists normally gath¬ 
er while waiting for their play to 
be performed. 

"I dp not say or write my opin¬ 
ion any more," said one of the 
critics, who studied arts abroad. 
He added, "Artists in Jordan take 
everything personally. Only a 
few of them can understand that 
one thing is to like them as 
friends and the other to adore 
their art work.” He claimed to be 
almost friendless. 
v 0ne disappointed student from 
Yarmouk University voiced his 
resignation over the situation, 
saying, "They taught us to devel¬ 
op ourselves, taking into consid¬ 
eration the criticism of others! It. 


Oman visit delights £t 
the Friends vSR 


By Pam Dougherty * , -vj 

Special to The Star 

eight days^there and cefebratcd^the 3k;vS ; 

trip with an Oman Day at (he FOA mJ IiJBSEKMlti 

centre on 19 December. The Omn- , 

ni Embassy provided beautiful na- j;! 

tionnl costumes, books and posters 
for the occasion and Ambassador -' 

Muhammad Bln Sultan A 1 Bu- 

said was one of the most entliu- uflH* ' 

The visit to Oman was compre¬ 
hensive. and tour guide Alison McQultty, former director of the Brit¬ 
ish Institute for Archaeology and History at Amman, and two local 
guides combined to give on informed account of the country's archae¬ 
ology, history, social life and impressive modem development. Tour 
organizer Mona Zaghloul had put together the itinerary and kept 
things running smoothly with her usual efficiency and humor. 

First stop on the trip was Nizwa, n center of copper and silver work¬ 
ing and, thanks to the ancient fiilaj irrigation system, oases such as 
Nizwa are green jewels, rich with palm groves, in the midst of the in¬ 
terior desert. 35 kilometers to the west of Nizwa is Buhl, which boasts 

^£™ la,n,c fort surrounded by n 12-kilonietcr wall, und is now on 
UNESCO's list of 

\vr~_i a u__ 


But this situation doesn't have 
to be so, considering the fact that 
the new generation of open- 
minded theater artists is gaining 
knowledge and deep understand¬ 
ing and feeling for the meanings 
of democracy. As one of the ac¬ 
tor-directors said, "We will never 
Icnm anything about ourselves 
and others as long as we arc 
afraid of looking at each other 
freely and without prejudice." 

In the end, to be optimistic, we 
shouldn't forget that the Jordani¬ 
an theater's sudden nourishment 
has brought new theater buildings, 
new theater directions, and even¬ 
tually many theater festivals. So 
we can expect also that new thea¬ 
ter critics should be recruited. 

One. day the Jordanian artist 
will recognize criticism as a natu¬ 
ral phase in life involving any art 
work. Until then; brave critics, 
just keep working: ■ 


* - - 4 


me IUUJ mill III- 

ued on to the 
beautiful benches 
of the Snlalch re¬ 
gion, where Sul¬ 
tan Qaboos has a ... 

fine palace and stud farms and where thriving palm groves provide co¬ 
conuts, bananas and other tropical delights, 

Of course archaeology wasn't altogether forgotten on the trip. Sa la¬ 
kh has incense as well as tropical fruit und was the early departure 
point for the mccnsc trade to Arabiu and Europe. Unfortunately there 
has so far been only limited archaeological excavation of the urea and 
even those sites studied dnte bnck only 400 yenrs, as an ice age has left 
earlier sites under water. 

What Oman does have is a remarkably good array of museums. The 
Omani capital Muscat 1ms three museums, including those for natural 
history, the petroleum industry und the Omani national museum wiih 
informative displays on the falaj system, silver. Incense, weapons und 
forts. 1 

Overall it is fabulous," said one member of the Friends group, "I 
would go back in a minute." ■ 


Largest group of Japanese 
tourists visits Jordan 



Editor’s Note: 

JUST WHEN his movie magic 
seemed to be fading, Clint East- 
wood hut scored his biggest hit, 
the Western Unforgiven. Not 
only has he revitalized his own 
career, Eastwood bus brought 
new vigor to the loiig-ncgicelcd 
genre, the Western. 

Eastwood has been identified 
with the Western during most of 
his career. He first achieved no¬ 
tice ns star of a cowpoke TV sc¬ 
ries, Rawhide. During u summer 
hiatus, Eastwood went to Italy to 
make n Western with u littlu- 
luiown Italian director, Sergio 
Leone. Man With Na Name be¬ 
came a surprise hit, tmd Eust- 
wood made three more 'Spaghetti 
Westerns'. 

He became a box-office favorite 
with films such as Where Eagles 
Dare, High Plains Drifter , The 
Eiger Sanction, and the Dirty 
Harry movies. Unforgiven is his 
10th Western and his 36lh star¬ 
ring film. He began his career as 
a director with Play Misty for 
Me. His costars in Unforgiven are 
Gene Hackninn, Morgan Free¬ 
man, and Richard Harris. 

Q: Have you hud it film with 
quite such n big reaction? 

Clint Hast wood: I think this is 
probnhly the best. Over the years. 
I've had some pictures that did 
well ill the box office hut weie 
not well received by the review¬ 
ers, or vice versa. Hut this one 
seemed to have a nice combi na¬ 
tion. It seems to have u broad 
spectrum of people enjoying it. 

Q: The reviews have been, 
across the hoard, very compli¬ 
mentary. You don't "often get 
Ihnt kind of reviewing do you? 

A: Well, we've had some good 
luck over the years. Maybe it whs 
the small, personal film iliui 
doesn't translate to the general 
public thin u reviewer might find 
interesting, but the movie going 
public is not that interested in. 
But this one seemed to hit die 
combination. 

Qf This obviously was r labor 
oflove. Did you think it had (he 
commercial possibilities that It 
“M displayed? 

A: I really never know. When I 
read the script and 1 like it, I 
Wak it's something that I think I 
vjn do justice to as far ns the 
diaracterization. I see it visually. 
1 never like to get ahead of iny- 
to presume it will do well 
Jith the public. You just don’t 
.“0*7Ymt don’t know what peo¬ 
ple are in the mood for You hope 
you never make a film that will 
g* an empty theatre and l've 
somc box office luck over 
“J® years. I never presume. I'm al- 
J»S» nervous fluff first day. 

"Are people really go- 
to go see thiv.7 ‘ 

•^By. the time you release the 
turn you arc so completely out of 
been with it so long, it 
ilonger lilt in your mind as it 
™n, you first read it anti 
started preparing it. Evcit as 
make the film, there’s this 
Sjfjgy Point where you wonder. 

anything?- That happens 
^ every fij m you jo 

with it for a year 
SWtaj’s no way that camKX be. 

H comes ;out you for- 
-fc :K * ff for. the 

are getting first 
much .hi. you did 
you weke iutf 
|ierp,s.of iaiipi 


C* • i , '• ■ 




'Unforgiven' 

Eastwood's return 
to Westerns 


There was much speculation 
about why it's so successful. It 
does seem to have a few strikes 
against it; it's a Western, which, 
except for Dances with Wolves , 
have not been a smash with view- 


Q: Why does It succeed In this 
market? 

A: I don’t know. I've never 
been a believer that genres are 
alive or dead. Everything has to 
stand on its own merit. When you 
start out with a project, you just 
go on its merit and if it does well, 
fine. If it doesn't, it doesn't means 
(hat whole genre, or every other 
film coming along is going to do 
poorly. In fact, it just means you 
missed the boat, or it fell through 
the cracks, or for one reason or 
another, the combinations weren't 
right nt the moment. 

This particular subject mutter 
in Unfarghrn, concerns the con¬ 
sequence of violence and the fact 
that its not u beautiful thing, it's 
not a romantic thing, the way its 
portrayed in a lot of films is an 
important statement to make to¬ 
day in 1992, for me anyway. 

Q: It docs seem to hark more 
to the Italian Western than to 
the American kind, doesn't it? 

A: Well, the Italian ones were 
very romunticizcd. The violence 
whs operatic and very satirical. 
There was no way a person could 
take limt seriously. In this one, 
we were trying to suy it isn't fun¬ 
ny. It isn't fun. You were routing 
•or u revenge us|>eci maybe at the 
und of the film because a lot of 
injustice has been done. But, by 
the same token, along the way a 
lot of innocent people were 
wrapped up in this thing that 
didn't deserve to have a problem. 

Q: Your character was very 
Interesting In that he has a wife 
and (wo children, and yet he 
goes out again and kills merci¬ 
lessly. 

A: He's carrying the memory 
of this monogamous relationship 
with this deceased wife. I think 
that’s the appeal to this project to 
some degree. He’s also trying to 
convince himself he’s not like 
that anymore; he's a different per¬ 
son. He wants to he different. He 
wonts to be everything the wife 
would’ve wanted him to be. He 
sees this opportunity because it’s 
the one thing he knows how to 
do, dial’s to be involved with 
some sort of mayhem. 

Q: Your problem of getting • 
on the horse was a great touch. 
Was that an ad lib, or was that 
In the script? , 

A: That was in the script. I 
toned it down a little bit. He Was 
definitely rusty. There are a lot of 
-duties that go on in this film that 
B lot of Westerns have never had 
ip die ptat least the ones I was ■ 
involved witjh. UsualJy, the .pro-' 
ragrimsLalways mounts the horse 
Well. He always shpoiS flf&igW- 
He is always! taken care of irf jhju 
'category. But nobody ever ptays 


it that you 
would be a lit¬ 
tle rusty after 
quite a few 
years. That’s 
the thing. There 
are misfires 
with some 
weapons. Peo¬ 
ple aren’t hit 
with every shot. 

There are mis¬ 
takes that go 
on, which is the 
case with real 
life. 

Q: The 

script says 
that he report¬ 
edly went off 
to San Fran¬ 
cisco and 
nindc a for¬ 
tune. What 
happened to , „ 
the guy. any- Dirty Harry is 

way? 

A: It was rumored that he does 
well in some dry goods operation 
or something. It's what the audi- • 
ence wants him to do. I think the 
audience is willing for him to 
have some peaceful existence on 
the planet somewhere, especially 
because lie has children. But, I 
don't know for real. People said 
(hey would've loved it if he went 
off with the scarred woman, but 
that's another story. And that 
would have been loo much of a 
bow on the box for me. It 
would've compromised the film. 

If somebody wants to will that 
end to the story, let them, be¬ 
cause that is the point where you 
turn the pioture over to the audi¬ 
ence. It's theirs, however they 
want to interpret it. 

Q: There's supposed to be a 
youth market In films these 
days. You four guys aren't 
teenagers any more. That 
didn’t stop you, Or give your 
pause, at all? 

A: Not at all. I think people of 
all ages are interested in stories ' 
that have value. I don't think they ■. 
have to have somebody that's ex¬ 
actly their age bracket. I know 
that little kids do not want to 
wdteh stories about little kids. 
They like to watch stories about 
adults, because that's what 
they've going to grow up to be... 
When I'was a little kid, I hated ; 
watching Westerns that had little ; 
kids in them. I liked Westerns 
where you'fantasized about being 
fhe herq. The younger markets, 
the feen4 and so forth, they're see¬ 
ing life as a .show they're going to ; 
be, how'would ihey handle it at., 
the'age they are now,, or whenev- ', 
er they are at the age of the pro- 
tagonist. ■ : 

Q: Jay Leno even predicted , 
the.. Oscar for you. That 
wouldn't be so bad, would It? 

. A: J pev?r thought too much 
about that. 1 d^ink anyone,would. .. 
like to gel tome Son rif recogni- 
don fw the wodc they dp. Tve : 
been lupky in my career and I've j 



back in the west 

hod a nice long career for a lot of 
years. I can't thirik of making a 
movie for what some end result 
is. If something like that happens, 
the people are pleased. Most of 
the people who have gotten 
those, I think that's great, but 
there have also been some drastic 
omissions over the years of some 
fabulous films. You can't think of 
that. You have to address a career 
by making stories you want to do 
and where they fall remains to be 
seen. 

■ Q: Have you ever charted out 
what your career is supposed to 
be? 

A: No. I don't think you can 
chart out what it's supposed to be. 
Maybe it would be good if you 
could do that, but I don't drink 
you can. There's a certain amount 
of fate involved. Like we. were ■ 
talking earlier about whether a 
film does well or not. There's a 
certain, amount of fate in that. 
You can use your juidgmenL on 
things and then it's out of your 
hqnds, You do die best you can. 

If you continue to do the best you 
can, maybe eventually you will 
get in sync with, what people find 
appealing. You're not going to hit 
a homerun all the time, but some- . 

. times- yqu still can. I'm fond, of !. 
saying, ''Win the game with a _ 
base hit." You can win one with a 
blind but it is fun to knock one ;. 
into the stands riow and again. 

Q: When you were growing , 
up, Was there a single Western , 
that had a tremendous effect on 
you?./.;/ •-V • 

' As. I renfember a Jot of them. 
Wjien I was a kid,.there ww no 
television, but there were West- : 
eits galore. 1 There, werfc the;'A':: 
Westerns,, then there were the ’B';. 
movies with the Rod. Camerons, 
and Randolph Scoffs, the people 
who made ! series out of therpi. 
sojne of them quire good, and . 
some of them in various: degrees. 

I used to like flip AnthonyAdonn 
Western^ especially those with . 
James Stewart. A Western that 
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impressed me a lot ns a kid and I 
saw it recently and it still held up 
was Oxbow Incident, a revisionist 
kind of Western of its day. High 
Noon, all those were great enter¬ 
tainment along the way. 

Q: What did happen to the 
Western anyway? Some people 
think the space pictures took it 
over. 

A: Everything is cyclical and 
Westerns were pronounced dead 
just prior to the Italians I made 
with Sergio Leone in the early to 
mid-sixties. Then those came out 
and they did well, and it was kind 
of a new approach. There's al¬ 
ways a story, regardless of what 
genre it's in. I think there was 
some speculation in the seventies 
that the Star Wars 'kind of mo¬ 
vies look the Western thing into 
space, or science fiction. A good 
story, story value, good character 
layering is, to me, more appeal¬ 
ing than the gimmic, maybe 
where it has to have special ef¬ 
fects. Special effects movies are 
great. I like them as much as the 
next person, but, eventually, you 
can tire of that and want to revert 
back to the scenario. 

A: You've been doing a lot of 
Interviews fur this movie. Arc 
you comfortable doing that? 

A: Sometimes. It depends on 
the subject matter. It depends on 
the mood you are in. Doing inter¬ 
views about a subject you know 
something about, then it's okay. 
.If it's something you know noth¬ 
ing about, then it's going to be 
very uncomfortable. 

Q: Do you consider yourself a 
shy person? • 

A: Yeah, I've always’been shy. 

Q: How does that equate to 
being an actor playing very 
strong, outspoken, and forth¬ 
right roles? 

A: A lot of actors are shy peo¬ 
ple. 1.don't think actors have to be 
extroverts at all. In fact, I think 
it's quite the contrary, Actors are 
introverted type people who are 
using the facility of acting to 
bring themselves out. You can do - 
that just by the.technique of act¬ 
ing. It puts you into a character or 
behind a character that allows 
you to express yourself without . 
being someone who. performs in 
: aii auditorium and perhaps does 
public speaking. That would be 
very difficult for some actors, but 
iii some roles they would become 
quite Comfortable because they 
have that character to jump into' 
or bring within them. 

Qr What's next for: you;- 
Clirit? 

A: I'm doing a filnq where Tm ; 
just! going tp.be an actor, an em¬ 
ployee, It's called lii Lioe ofFire. , 
Wolfgang Petersen will direct. 
that' qne with John Malkcrvlcb,. 
Repec Russo and a cast that is 
growing by ’tlie day. . It's sothe^ 
thing we'll do in the fall. 

: Q: A different kind of role? j : 

; A: A Httli different. A,secret. 

; service man/vho has. buddies, but • 
he's* also - got certain things he 
wains to change iq his life. It'll be 
an iriteresling orte to play. ■ 
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Christian Cabrol, le 
combat pour la vie 

Avec 900 greffes & son actif, le Professeur Cabrol est le numero un de la chirurgie 
cardiaque en France. Dans son livre, "Parole de medecin", il raconte ce qui le motive 

dans son combat pour la vie 



UN SOURIRE & la tan i, I'air 
jeune malgrd dftjft quarame arts 
de carribre, c'est le Professeur 
Christian Cabrol. le plus cbl&bre 
chirurgien franfais. Pionnier des 
greffes du cocur et du cccur artifi- 
ciel, il a ports l'hftpita! de la Pitift- 
Saipfitridre ft Paris, oft il officie, 
aux premiers rangs mondiaux de 
la chirurgie cardiaque. 

Son livre "Parole-de mddecin" 
revile rhomme te] qu’il est, le 
pourquot et le comment de so 
destinde. son combat qui I'ambne 
ft prendre des positions parfois 
anli-conformistes sur tous les su- 
jets brQIants concemant lasanttf. 

Vocation 

■. Si Christian. Cabrol est devenu 
un achamd de la defense de la. 
vie, ce n'est pas parce qu'ft sa 
naissarice, "il dtait si frfile qu'on 
peosail qu'il ne vivrnit pas". "j'ai 
fipousd cette vocation de mddecin 
comme celle d'un soldat qui se 
feraii tuer sur place plutOt que de 
reculer. Je me bats toujours jus* 
qti'au bout. Pour moi, c'est.un de- 
. voir sacrd, il ne fain pas faillir ft 
la tflche". Cabrol est un.bourreau 
, de travail. Un investissement to- 
. • til qu'il ne rCgrette pas tine sec- 
onde: "Le travail est un excellent 
cfcrivatif qui ro'a, apportb de 
. grandeS satisfactions, ' la' joie 
ti'ocqudrir des connaissances 
mais Surtout, de elevenir. litile' en 
. aecumulant les competences dans 
raon dbirtaine". /' 

1 De fajt, 1ft professeur Cabrol, i 
aprfes avoir eu pour maltre/Lille- 
hel. le spdcialiste amdricaih ,in- 
; .’venteutide la chirurgie ft cceur op- 
:verti est , deveny JuirmBme. im 
;. mattre. U e$t un ac.teur du fantasy. 

: tique bond en avanit de fa Chirur- : : 
^ gie -cardiaque, , qqi au r •. 

■ jquid'h^ . de';., saiiva:.95% ’ des 
. / 
la plitpart dps gidfres,. .' 
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Christian Cabrolariaiisiplus de900greffes du caw 


;• pujjtigue exitfmement attentive ft 
ses prises de position sur les 
prqblfimes de santd, D'autant que 
I'intdressd ne craint pas de bous- 
= .Gblef les idfies revues. On met 
, souvenf en cauie 'Tacharnemenr 
ihdrapeutique" : qui permeL, grfice ■ 
■ aux techniques mpdemes'lrts so-: 
phistiqudes, de proloriger antfi- 
ciellement et quasi inddfinimenti 
. la vie des patients. ■ tlidftle iui ? 
m8me.ftt ft soncbmbable Profes- 
... ^rCal^i.'aff^e;a(f^ontrMre:i 
'Lesjpabent^bnt toujoUrsqheW;, 

rih* fit, aiL 


'io w; des' :; - 


k dteindre. C'est lellement plus fa- . 
cile d’arreter tout piutdt que de 
continuer de se battre aux prix de 
veilles et be nulls saris sijnpneiL ■ 
On ne s'habitue jamais ft la tnort 
des.gens". ..'v- 

; Dqns d’organes .. 

' % • ’•' | ’ r ( ‘ - 

i Lq Professeur Catoral est aussi 
ftri jiremiftre ■ Ugne/pour la qiies-.. 
tipn des donS d'organes qui corn 
ditionne la realisation des greffes. 

11 regretteque dons se rardfi-' - 
ent (50% de refus au lieu de 20% *. 
auparayant) qiais, pr&ldent de - 


Frnnce-Transplnnl, orgnnisme 
charge de In colleeie d'organes, il 
veille au imiintieii de la grmuitd 
du don et s'opposc dc toutes ses 
forces aux tentatives nvoudes ou 
non dc "commercialisation du 
corps huninin". 

Ses prises ile position 
s'dlnrgissent aux problftmcs de la 
snmd en France. La recherche 
d'abord. Le Professeur Cabrol ut- 
taque, billc cn tfite, ces "Bas¬ 
tilles" que sont dans Ic domnlne 
do la recherche, les prestigieux 
CNRS (Centre National dc lu Re¬ 
cherche Scicmifiquc) et INSIiRM 
(Institut National dc In Sanld et 
de In Recherche Mddicale). 11 d6- 
nonce Ic "fonctionnarint douillei 
de certains chcrchcurs profes- 
sionnels" et surtout le fait que 
tous les credits soient mobilises 
en faveurde ces seuls organismes 
"fermds". 

Enfin, le Professeur Cabrol s'en 
prend ft la. vache saerde, au 
systftme sacro-saim de la Sdcurild 
Saciale, auquel les Fran 9 ais sont 
si attaches "Les moyens scienti- 
fiques mis ft la disposition de la 
mddecine ont certes permis des 
progrfts considerables dont lout le 
monde se rdjouit, falt-il remar- 
quer, mais ces avanedes n’ont pu 
se faire que grftce ft dies nppareils 
sophistiquds qui bnl . augmehtd 
famastiquement les coOts”. 

Il ajoute: "Mon souhait est que 
Ton rdflechisse mieux au 
problftme de J'dconomie de la 
santd, La mddecine ne. sera pas 
crddible si . elle : ne prouve pas. 
qu'elie est capable d'aqe gestiori ; 
financiftre rigoureuse”. Pour le 
Professeur Cabrol, il n’y a qii’une 
seule solution: nt faut avoir le 
couragq de pr&enter a la nation 
une tdYjsion du systftjne de rem- 
bbursement, de fajon ft'ce que les 
bdndficiaires des sojns soient da- 
Vaotage inipliquda". Une pfoposl- 
tiott rdVolutionnalre blen dans le 
style du prbfesseur Carrol, </ i 
‘\ ’Patrick Olivier 




PRESSE - Ln loi sur la 
pressc, mloptdc dhnanchc 
pur lc Pflrlcmcnt, suscite de 
nomh reuses con t reverses. 
Duns sun ftdltorlnl, le quo- 
tldien Jordtin Times a parld 
d'uoc "jonrnee noire pour 
In presse". 33 ddputds sur 
(il presents ont void en fa¬ 
vour de In loi. Sculonicnt 11 
d'entre eux s’y sont oppo¬ 
ses. 14 ddpules se sunt nb- 
stcitus. Cette Ini sur la 
presse ne rcconnnft pns la 
protection des sources pour 
les Journnllstes. Son article 
42 exelul ln couvcrturc de 
uoinbre dc sujets. Lu loi 
dolt passer devnnl lc Sdnat. 
Lc rol peut encore user de 
son droit de vdto. 

PRESSE 2 - Ln Jordan 
Press Association « ddcldd 
kind! de convuqucr son ns* 
semblde gdiidrnlc le 4 Jnnvl- 
er prochnln. Motif: dlscut- 
er dc {'adoption de la 
nouvelle loi sur In presse 
par Ic Parlemcnl. Celto dd* 
clslon a dtd prise pnr le con- 
sell dc In JPA, prdsldd par 
M.SuIcfmnn A1 Qudoh. 

QATAR - Le gouvernc- 
menl vlent d'approuver la 
nomination d'un nouvcl 
ambassadeur du Qatar cn 
Jordonle. C'est Ic slgnc 
d'un rdchnufTemcnt des re¬ 
lations entre les deux pays. 
Lc nouvcl ambassadeur va 
succddcr ft M. Mubarak A1 
Quwalrl qui a quiltd lo Jor- 
danlc peu de temps avant 
la crlsc du golfe en aoOt 
1990. "Nous espdrons que 
nos relations vont redeven- 
Ir normales rapldcment" a 
ddclard un oQldcl jordanl- 
en. 

ESCWA - "U Jordanle est 
sortie plus forte aprfcs la 
guerre du golfe stir les 
plans politique et dcono- 
ntlque, en ddplt de dlfficul- 
Ua dues aux sanctions dcon* 
omiqiies centre Tlrak" a 
ddclard lundl Tayseer Ab¬ 
del Jaber, SecrdtaJre exdcu- 
tif de !a commission de 
l'OWJ.: "L'accord avec le 
PMT a aldd le royaume ft 
pbtcnln une crolssance 
d'enWron 11% pour 1992" 
et-MlaJeutd. il - 


Reportage 


La multiplication 
des antennes 

Depuis son aulorisalion en juin dernier, le march^ de Tantenne parabolique en Jordanie 
est en plein boom. Malgre les taxes et difficulty douanieres 


UN IMMENSE saiolliti 1 iliuuinc 
In villc d'Aininan li ulTce 
d'anlemics panihnliipics. Cette 
iresi|iK‘ «|iii unic les iimrs ik- hi 
socidti^ i'cini Siircllilc. illustrc lc 
boom ilc cc inaii'lu' cn .lonhmic. 
Depuis Ic inois ilc in in dernier, 
dale dc rauloiisaiion gouvcrnc- 
mentnlc, la rcccplimi privdo lies 
programmes ile television par sat- 
cllile est en plein cssnr. En moins 
de cinq inois, plus tie 700 para- 
boles dc grande ladle out ilJjft the 1 
instances, suriiuii a Amman, villc 
pourlunl defavorisee a cause till 
relief el ties iioinbrenses inierfer- 
ences. Une vingiaine de soeiu ! k‘s 
locales oni uVemmeni vu le jour. 
Mais qimire ilVulie dies se paria- 
genl Vilrilahlemenl le gateau. 

Hntuille 

Ln huinille est rude el aehaiikV. 
"Tout le inomte vu dans la craime 
de faire une eneur" avuue Alan 
Curhy. consultant unniricuin tru- 
vaillunt pour I’eira Satellite. Am¬ 
biance. Chucun pretend el re le 
lout premier sur la place 
il'Aniinan. I c plus iumpeiriiL 
D'it'i ileus ans. la concurrence 
devrail ehmincr les biehis guleus- 
cs. l.a clef du sneers, le service 
upris vente. ISnn assurer un suivi 
correct des pioduits. la soeidld 
UNISAT a nVcinmeitt imesii 
W).(HK) dollars, Ohtivlil; liciieliu 
er d'un expeit miiih ieaiu pendant 
six pottles semames III d im su- 
Voir faire qui sei.i precieuseineni 
gurdd an secret 

- lut siiuminn de lu Jnrihuiic est 
privildgide: le royaume peui rc- 
cevnir uu grand nomhre de 
ehaines de teldvision iransmises 
par Fiulelsai II, Iiuclsiil AOR, 
Arahsut ct Asiasai. Pres de W 
programmes uu mtnl. I.a pale'tu 
va de CNN a L KAI. ‘I'VE, aux 
chaTncs grccques cl ft IV5- 
Europc. Sans (rubber Canal- 
Francc-Imernniional. MBC, Lx 
chaincs chyprioics. ir.mienncs, 
lunisiennes, mrtjucs (lieu! au tn- 
Ifl). Ics trois chaiftcs israi- 
liennes... Une nouvelle venue 
yiendru biemfu ugrdmenter ie 
(arge menu: ddbui 1993. la Idldvi- 
^on Jonianiemie ikvruii maugur- 
Br - ft.l’occasiiin du 25ftme anni- 
'crsaire de sa crfiition, un 
programme inicmultooa! arahe 
pwvaelliie. 

'■ t^thiiix «c riiiutque pas... Mail 
“ ^veioppemern sur le long 
. termc de cc murdic ve Iwurtc ft 
“JV^Uele de ladle. Kl Oigii du 
^ ces dquipements ndees- 
.dries ft ja reception satelliie. De 
V?i?^ ^iwuatler pas nud de clients. 
^ une P^rabole permertant 

• ijL^ apter Mgnuux cri bawJev 
S « jf’ t rev rent a environ 
dm?!*. Soit (lluv de deux 
^daire arinai'L moyeft eq 
:: dc |eb pftel 

1 y unit 

;j vur-ccs' fquipe- 


meals, au mCme line que les au- 
lomohiles on dc nomhreux hieus 
imporles dims Ic royaume. 

Suite de la guinnie: une anlenne 
fixe, ciipiiinl les programmes en 
humic K.U (Euielsal lit, dint 
TVS-Europc, coiilc en mnyenne 
000 dinars hors laxcs. Les instal¬ 
lations impoTlanics (de plus de 3 
moires), dom le marche esi lva¬ 
lue a 3.000 unites se vendenl ires 
fiicilemem. Principaux clients: Ics 
rapiurics jordanu-palesiinicns dis- 
posanl de iiiaisons individuelles 
el les nomhreux propridtairos 
d'immeuhle.s en cunsiruclion. Ici, 
la reception collective eonsiinic 
un “pius” pour la venle et la locu¬ 
tion des apparlemems. 

-Tom le numilc ne peui s'nlTrir 
tie (els ei|uipeinenls. seulement 
ccux qui oni heaueoup d'argeui" 
affinne Tun des deux patrons de 
Supersai. Michael himous. II 
a joule: "l.e inisonnemcnl du gou- 
verfiement esi simple: il n'n pas 
d'milrcs rcvenus. Si un client peui 
se puyer de leis systftincs. il peui 
iloiincr 20W de plus". C'esl Tdlilc 
fort unde el cullivdo, done une in- 
liiiie panic dc la populalinn qui 
coiislilue la eihle des veiideurs 
danteiincs paraholiques. Ccltc 
classe est friamle de programmes 
de vaneiiS el d'inl'onmuions. 
Chiducs les plus prices: la RA1. 
|,i IVI- el les cluifltcs privdes 
mrques iloiil les shows soul sou- 
vefit consii k'it’s comme osds; 
CNN. MIK*. cliainc unihe limei- 
i.int do l.ondrcs... 

Mnrclid Irnkicn 



"On vit dans la crainte" dit Alan Curby 


Marche irnKien leur c | jen tdle: CNN. Super- 

„ ... channel, MBC... Deux d'entre 

Les installiiteurs jordamens cux c , n cha?ne franco . 

viennent d’orguniser avec succts ^ TV5-Europe. Certains ven- 
le premier salon jamais consaere r 


It 


Bashar S.Daiiabra, UNISAT, Mend I'oavertUn Au mirdif 
Irakien . 


aux ^quipemenis de rdeepuon par 
smeliite ep io«b*n ie - s ®* 5 Jf P 21 * 
ronagq uu miriistre des Tdldcom- 
municatiocjs (qui exige one dec- 
IwalKdn et une MW'qff Wg 
Je < amars 1 pour 1 i.taq')', 

{HHipOKDI d^j* pIUSKKW, Chaff* 


deufs de systftmes prfvoient une 

: hausse continue des vente? pour 
les deux anodes qui vieiinerii. 
Mais le march* jprdanien ; reste 

Hmitd. 

Quelques speidtfis cpnsiddreht 
Artimaricbrnme und base.de dd- 
part cl lorgnent dftjft sur le mar- - 


ch6 potentiel irakien. "S’LI 
s'ouvre. cela vaudra la peine do 
fabriquer des nniennes sur place" 
lache Bashar S.Dnliabra, palron 
dUNISAT. II ajoule: "Lft-bos, les 
gens ont faim d'informntions, si 
vous diies CNN, ils vont se jeter 
dessqs". Ce pays, toujours sous le 
coup de I'einbargo, ne dispose 
que de deux chidnes de idldvision 
nationnles pour une population de 
IS millions d'Kribitants. Le mar- 
chd est trfts altirant. D'autapt que 
la Jordanie persisle ft imposer dts 
taxes importnntes sur les • pro- 
duiis, sans compter les difflcultds 
^ouaniftres/ 

La situation dvolue trfes rapide- 
menL En quelques mb is, les sat- 
eilltes ont ddfefld sur le'royaume, 
Mais nous sornmeS encore trfts 
loin des i5:pti0 paraboles des 
EmiratS:Arabeft-lJnis, atitorisdes 
oussitOt aptfts !p guerre du golfe. 
De mftme si fori compare lit situa¬ 
tion jdrdanienne aux 40.000 parpr 

boles '’pirates". de l'Afabie' $nou- 

dite: (chiffre dmarmnt dy ; 
mi piste re de I'lnforination saoudi- 
en oh ddbut I992)i ou au ndmbre 
dievd de paraboles ft Kpweit et ft 
Oman, pays.sans luxe et avec des 
' communputds dirftngftres pldtho- 
riqUeS. II j.- ’ ' . ( ; 

.'': .! r ;• \i 1 '•'! 'Michel A emend ' 




De Amine Chablout 

Pas en arriere 

Un pas cn avant, deux cn 
nr rib re. Tel est le senti¬ 
ment des milieux dc la 
presse, nprbs Ic vote dc 
dimanche, qunlifle de 
"Journbe noire" par un 
quotidien locnl de languc 
nnglalsc. 

C’est le tollfi quasi gCentr¬ 
al. Memo la trbs docile 
Jordan Press Association 
prbvoit dc rbuiiir son as¬ 
semble gftnbrale des le 4 
Janvier. Le slgne indubi¬ 
table d'une situation dc 
crisc larvec qui pourrait 
blentdt passer uu static dc 
erlsc ouvcrtc. 

Trente trols dlputfc ont 
votd cn favciir d'un texte 
pour lc moins rbactinn- 
nalrc. Avec la nouvelle loi 
sur la presse, les journa- 
llstes sc retrouvent dfisar- 
mfts, d£constdbr&, nibprl- 
sfis. Que dire d'un texte 
qui ne rcconnait pas l'un 
des prlncipcs dc base dc 
notre profession: la pro¬ 
tection des sources. De- 
vant une Court, le jour- 
imllste local se verra 
obllgft d'ouvrir son car- 
net d'adresscs. Une sltu- 
totion qui tarlra pas mal 
dc sources, dans un pays 
oft certnfns circuits, 
comme cclul dc la fonc- 
tion publique, sont quasl- 
vcrrouillds. 

Autre point lltlgieux: Ic 
nouveau texte est formcl, 
un journallste dolt 6tre 
membre dc la trbs offl- 
dellc JPA. Sons quo! il nc 
■ peut aspirer ft ce litre. 
Uno clause qui exclut pas 
mal dc correspondnnls 
intcrnatlonoux qui offl- 
clcnt ft la perfection mats 
sans reconnaissance bu- 
cunc. 

Dc plus, flYanl dc pdnti- 
trer dans Ic sftrall, un 
journallste dolt prater 
serment, 11 dolt exprinier 
sans ambages, son inten¬ 
tion de scrvlr le royaume. 
Lc journallsme doit-11 se 
limiter au simple ftat dc 
cortfrOHc aveii ses rites, 

' prlvllbges el sacrcmcnts. 
En principc, ce mtStlcr 
n'n qu'une religion, celle 
dc l'lnformatlon. 

Est-11 possible de remplir 
sa mission dans up pays 
' qui entond rbdulre con- 
; siddrablemcnt la marge 
. dc manoeuvre du.Joiirnn- 
•' liste? ’ Non, periso 
l'associatlori : j frangaise' 
Reportcrs-saris-frontlbres 

qui n dftjft bdltd une M prO- 
testc".Le tex(edc loidoit 
: Strp, pf^entft d^vant le 

I SftiteL qui paralt ft lul 
' sbuli, plerii incapable de 
.falre^ deux pas en avant 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
2 to 8 
January 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos 
9:00 — Perspective 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — Mini Series, 'Passion 
and Paradise’. A true story of 
love mid murder in the Bahamas, 
involving the killing of the 
world's richest man. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Family Matters 
9:10 — National Geographic 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 —r Continuation of the 
Mini Series. Who killed Sir Har¬ 
ry Oakes? Was it his daughter's 
husband? The Mafia? The natives 
of the island? 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Step By Step 
9:10 — A Fine Romance 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — The Dismissal 

TUESDAY 

8:30 — Perfect Strangers 
9:30 —- Made In Heaven 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — Prime Suspect. DCI 
Jane Tenisson is asked to head 
the investigation team in the case 
of a female body found buried in 
a garden, 

WEDNESDAY 

i 

8:30 — Saved By The Bell 



Suivez cet Avion, Friday at 10:20 


9:00 — Spot Light. Dr Mah¬ 
moud Sadiq. associate professor 
at Yarmouk University, examines 
cartoons published in daily news 
papers. 

9:30 — Janies Randi. Psychic 
surgery. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Echoes in the Dark¬ 
ness. Details unfold about the 
biggest homicide investigation in 
the history of the US. 

THURSDAY- 

8:30 — Uncle Buck 
9:10 — The Human Factor. A 
series about the emotional side to 
a ductor-pntient relationship. 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'Carbine Williams'. 


FRIDAY 


Top Pop Albums Top Video Rentals 


1. The Predator, Ice Cube, Pri¬ 
ority 

2. The Bodyguard, Soundtmck, 

. ■ Arista 

3* Unplugged, Eric Clapton, Re¬ 
prise 

4< Keep the Faith, $on Jovi ,. 
Mercury . 

. 5. Breath¬ 
less, Kenny 
G., Arista V 
6. Automat? 

;fc(forlfce 
. APeppiifi.!.-' 
ear-; 

• ne rRfes- ' v 

Petitt'ftim, 

';: jnie. pjjttsk?), ^MichbeiBoi^ 
i Caltoia' •; X?■ i 


r .P'lv-f J/ i'l- j 1: r .‘j'-j v! 


1. Lethal Weapon 3, Mel Gib¬ 
son, Dan n}' Glover, Warner 
Home Video. 

2. Basic Instinct, Michael Doug¬ 
las, Sharon Stone, Live Home 
Video 

3. Sister Act, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Harvey Kietel, Touchstone Home 
Video •••''■' 

4; Far and Away, tom Cruise, 

■ Nicole Kidman, MCA/Unlversal 
>, riome Video 

5. My Coasb Ylnny, Joe Pesct, 
Marisa Tomel, Fox Video 
;• Batman Returns, Michael 
Keaton,. Danny DeVito, Warner 
' Itomeyidep •• : .!■; , 

7*^ 

;.;■ Fred Ward, : CoIuVnt|ia Tnstar ; 
•HBnuj.yijtso>; ' /•if ';;; 

■\ 8, Beauty and the-Beast, Apf 
Walt^iinetripritA.yjdeo . 

. MetT v Sigourney Weaver,' 
.1; Char(eisX>uitoni Foix- yicjeip ■". . • 


8:30 — Coach 

9:10 —ENG 

10:00 — News in English 

10:20 — French Feature Film, 

’Suivez cet Avion’. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:00 — Plf ct Herculc 
6:12 — L’ccole des Fans 
7:00 — News In French 
7:15 — Fen6trc Sur 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Rfivcs D'Enfants 
5:40 — La Piste dc Xapalnn 
7:00—News in French 
l 7:15—A documentary program 

LUNDI 

6:00 •— Papa Poule 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

6:00 — Michel Valllant 
6:30 — La FamiHe Ramdam 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 — A documentary pro¬ 
gram 

. . . MERCREDI. : ; / 

I I. '. - ’ ' ' 

6:00:Jamuna, lesEaui du 
Deluge -: • 

7:00—News In French * 
7:15— Variete? 

\ JEupi•!'v... 

5:30 — Imogens; , 

7;00 — News ln French .. 

— Varletes. A I'ocqasiondu 
; nduyej au 1993. .. 

JVENDREpi 

: |?30~-vSulvez betAviofl.i- 

tsOO — Newslntreqch •;£. 


HOROSCOPE 


☆ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): Push yourself Monday morning or 
you'll be lute. Do all lour work early in the week. 

TAURUS (20 Aprll-20 May): You should be feeling pretty sharp. Get 
organized, because things could start moving very Iasi. 

GEMINI (21 Mny-20 June): Definitely get all tile correspondence or 
sales done early. They'll be much easier than they will he later. 
CANCER ( 21 June- 22 July): You'll be in a great mood. It's a good 
time to get together with friends, too. You could make a very interest¬ 
ing discovery. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): Yon could he temporarily stuck. Force 
yourself to go to your job, and stay awake! You'll have to concentrate, 
however. 

VIRGO (23 August- 22 October): It is an excellent lime to work to¬ 
wards your career goals. You should have a great time with your job. 
LIBRA (23 September- 22 October): Be careful with your credit 
cards. Stay away from the book stores. Keep yourself within limits. 
SCORPIO (23 October- 21 November): If you can work with a part¬ 
ner you'll get more done. However, you may have to work on your 
own. Struggle through as best as you can. 

SAGITTARIUS f22 November- 21 December): It could be a rough 
week, but you'll be brilliant. Don't buy anything; you can't afford it. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dcceniber-I9 January): It is actually a very good 
week for romance. Too bad you have to go to work. 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 Februnry): You'll get off to a slow start 
this week, but don't worry, everything will be clicking later. 

PISCES (19 February- 20 March): You are lucky in love all this 
week. That's good news. The other good news is that you will have lots 
of fun. 


Dining 

Out 




The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room... I 


IIAKO'rEl 

iKP«|I|1b 


Amman-Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




'The.^Ioiuer 

Restaurant 


• Obama Hon D'mutvm 

• Oriulai CtislM 


, - Poppw Steak 
-HfelMJgwi 

. ... r 

- Dln*it.CnFPM Xu ZaHa - 

Tower Bldg. 23rd Floor 

Far RftMmktion Tot t 834034/5 



TheflritAbett 
ChlnweRtttauranl 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabel Amman, near 
Ahliyyah'GMs School 

Tako-nny un r i o 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 



Thefirsl haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 


For A Superb Meal 
Thunk of 

(Amigo NabMi) 

Oriental Appetizers & 

Located in a quiet 1 
v/. eetitrilaiea.;: 


tel: 638031 & 


TO 
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The republics of Central Asia: 

i Soviet states to 
sovereignty 


By lvute Daniels 
Sl.irSl.ill Wiitci 

JORDAN'S ROYAL Scicntilic 
Society cun he ii*.suic«! success 
with hs latest publication. Dr 
Gliali O. Tiulnkli’s Hurt //iwun 
oflhc Republics of ('em ml Asia 
tind Azerbaijan. Ti acini? the ties- 
liny ol these Muslim lulitHis 
6om their lirst eiununters with 
Islam to modem times, the book 
focuses on their political histoiy 
from the pre-Russian period 
ihrough Tsarist rule, aiu! charts 
their evolution from Soviet Un¬ 
ion satellite slates to picsciu-tkiy 
independence. 

Essentially the study envois the 
history of five Central Asian ic- 
publics: Kazakhstan. Kiielu/iau. 
Uzbekstan. Tuikinensian am! Ta- 
jiksiun. Despite Ivui;' a f.iuca 
sian TUpiihlU. the auihoi alst> 
chose to include A/eib.uj.ui in 
the Mime wiluiuc, due to its eth¬ 
nic mul linguisiie .itrib.iiion \\itli 
(host* uihn Tmki. nam iis 

HrUf Histon "I t'n Htpubht* 
and Central Aw.; ..••!./ \;, >bail,in 
isaliineh bool, in ih.ii it senes 
to fill a noticeable \--id in intur- 
matinn un this p.m ol the world, 
due to user a ceiiim v'-. i-ol.iiinn. 
Besides prosidmp tin u-a.lei with 
acuiulcihnl lUo.b iji p-hiu al his 
toiy of ilicw icpul’h. s. ih.- .tiid;. 
also oiliris. tiesli nisiohi mt.* ihen 
recent status Itdlowmi 1 then \r 
cession Irmii tin* S.hu-i l'nimi 
and highlights tin* i omplexih ol 
their new Immd irl.itimis smiIi 


die Middle . .... 

I'll si, or, to he . 3jjM 

moie specific, * 

Turkey, the ' "■ or 

Arab World ■_ f 

and Iran. 

Tliiuughoul [ . 

its 111 cluip- 11 

ters, the study ■ f ;i 

gives pal lieu- tssft ; t ; : o rj 

lai emphasis ■ ■ ■ .. ,'h- .. L,lj 

to the Muslim 
origins of the !' 
stales in i|ues- 
lion, discuss- ; 

ing relations 
between Is- 
lain and (lie ,.. Jk 

Christianity *. 88 
of tlte Tsars .. 

and. of 

couise. the % ^ 

conlhci be- ^ 

tween IslaiiiK S| u v * 

Ivbels -nui !^ ; tf ^ , -v, ',\'V3 

Couummisi ' --j ^ W 'H t; ' ’. 

teleology. I he > 

aclnevciiieiils • ~ ''—- 

gairted by Tomb of Al-Biruni in Bukhara 

Arabization * 

.it the legion. 

notably within Bukhara, under- sophisticated 

no nine governmental, udininis- The peoples 

tiame. commercial, seientilie well defined b 

andculdualdevelopments. ol the steppe! 

At the i line ol the hi si Arab eity dwellers, 

ouiiact 111 M? Al> ti'l All), the stanlly. Folio 1 

(Vuiial Asian legion thrived mcnl of an b 

upon agiiciiltuie, supported by the Islamic cu 





1 






sophisticated irrigation systems. 
The peoples at thnl time were 
well defined between the nomads 
of the steppes mul the sorts , or 
eity dwellers, who battled con¬ 
stant! v. Following the establish¬ 
ment of an Islamic government, 
the Islamic culture became domi¬ 


nant in the central cities, covering 
judicial, military and adminisira- 
tive affairs, amongst others. 

The writer notes, interestingly, 
that "details about the conversion 
to Islam and the spread of die Ar¬ 
abic language still need to be 
clarified. Soviet historians and 
ethnographers, deterred by politi¬ 
cal mid ideological considera¬ 
tions, did little in this ’undesired’ 
field of knowledge." 

Focus is put largely upon the 
events in Central Asia from the 
end of the 18th century, charting 
the pre-Russian political map of 
the independent states of Khiva,' 
Bukhara and Kokand. Willi the 
imposition of Tsarist rule in 
1865, he chronicles their history 
as Russian “colonies", culminat¬ 
ing with the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion of 1917. Falling prey to their 
promises of “freedom and inde¬ 
pendence... and the right of all 
nations", the writer explains how 
the peoples of Central Asia found 
their aspirations "crushed" once 
the Bolsheviks were established, 
with their fates determined purely 
by Russia's "interest, strategy and 
international political position.” 

The dissolution of Communism 
nnd the emergence of perestroika 
and glasnost are seen to mark the 
first concrete stage where these 
Central Asian nations voiced 
their demands for the right of se¬ 
cession from the Soviet Union, 
with increased political liberties 
nnd .the "liberation" of the intelli¬ 
gentsia. This historic chapter was 
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finally closed with their euphoric 
declarations of independence in 
1991 and the formation of the 
(correctly-titled) Collaboration 
of Independent States. 

Besides offering substantial in¬ 
sight into the republics, accompa¬ 
nied by useful maps, the book 
also contemplates contemporary 
problems for these nations, such 
as economic weakness and the 
acceptance of new concepts such 
as privatization and a free market 
economy. The writer also makes 
mention of the new role of Israel, 
as the first regional state to invest 
expenise in the Held of privatiza¬ 
tion in the ex-Soviet republics 
and Central Asia. 

A lengthy chapter is devoted to 
Azerbaijan, which is particularly 
interesting in that it highlights the 
geographical anil ethnic factors 
arising front its direct proximity 
with Iran and Turkey, who. ac¬ 
cording to the author, "compete 
for influence depending on., eth¬ 
nic bonds (Turkey) and theologi¬ 
cal des (Shi'a, Iran)." It also 
records Azerbaijan's bloody 
struggle for independence, as the 
first republic to seek sovereignty 
before the collapse of the USSR. 

Brief History of the Central 
Asian Republics and Azerbaijan 
succeeds as a concise and coher¬ 
ent reader of these regions, span¬ 
ning over 13 centuries in one 
small volume. Its information is 
easily digestible, thus making 
this book both easy-reading ma¬ 
terial for those interested in the 
region and a valuable stepping- 
stone towards further research 
and specialization. With a ver¬ 
sion in Arabic appearing in early 
1993, it will also make a valuable 
contribution as a reference mate¬ 
rial in the Arabic language, open¬ 
ing new horizons on much that is 
newly-explored territory for the 
i eastern reader. ■ 


Palestinian poet promotes 
the Arab literary heritage 



By Kate Daniels 

Sm Ssnli Y.nvr 

OF thr inellulive ami 
jjnani/ing ways ikn j km< pics »»f 
Oillereni cultures c.m base uucss 
each ndier* expcireu.es ami 
Wnticms is through wi.iks <d at- 
and literary ineiii. ‘ read'. 
“Wodiitioiy pamphlet lor 
. anon piuht piojcLitied- 
to die liitMrtntuatmn of Ar- 
■■•^culiurc and ittL-mtuii* ;»hr***d. 

. Otherwise liituw n a-, the Ptojecl 
vTtamhmuji frvm Arebre.l'KO- 
the brainchild of paltstim 
uhoUr and lhiU: o! Ata- 
SJ^wure, Dr Salma Khadra 
W "The vision »>f the 
P^riotk,"' she said “ft 
make up for the great 
good Arabic material on a 
£££«> kale in she English-' 
world.' 

J^nSait. Jordan, Dr Jayyu- 
* » the drsi mgu t nhed author of 
jjwnwUble Trends anJAfr.e* 
iffr M MoiSern AsuHt' Ultra- 
I’WK^-wpftiiiie reference 
fov^uablt; Arabic lit- 

A flatucj fc\iur« 
Afakf. .(ftikft AmcricMfi 
i ft \%g s- *hiJv 

rt’fw 
PROTA r : 


tucked by a board of special ad¬ 
visors inchiding Edward ^ Said, 
Ihuiiiii Ashrawi mul nnvelist Ja- 
bra Ibrahim Jabru. . 

Now with seven anthologies 
anJ fiver 20 individual works to 
n% credit. PROTA amis to ofler u 
truthful reprerfniaiion of the 
Arab world t« the West, in an at¬ 
tempt to break down misconcep¬ 
tions and stereotyping It is a 
cooperative cl fort between a 
team of bilingual translator and 
Hriiish and American ptwts anu 
writers, who transfer the transm- 
tinjjs to their own literary idmm. 

' i,Before 1980). the translation 
literary works from the Arabic 
htnguage into English had been 
taking place for quite some time, 

%aid h Jayvust, but there was 
never an cfhcient or comprenen- 
%,ve program for that purpose. 
Usually. . university lecturers 
tjftiwlaird only the works of poets 
Uut thev knew and specialized 
in.". Anything *mi a larger scale 
nteiint that tramlalions 
ally reserved fm the established 
{hiets of the Arab ’heartland T; 
Gtvpi. Sv(i4, Iraq * FateStme. - 
Thus Dr Jayyust insists (hat at 
.he time of PROTAsfrcaiton 
. Itere w«, "a pex nnd fur a P^- 
Arab program) ihat would uk« 


into account not only authors 
from the rest of the Arab world, 
but also the younger and young¬ 
est. who are, after all, the future 

of Arabic literature.” 

PROTA is not geared in such a 
way that it will be understood 
only by academics. Rather, it is 
an artistic project for the intelli¬ 
gent reader and the lover of liter¬ 
ature everywhere. Nonetheless it 
is fully equipped for the research¬ 
er or specialist, with precise biog¬ 
raphies about poets, authors and 
their place and role in the literary 

^The project and its translations 
have succeeded so far in attract-. 
ing the attention of some of the 
world's most prestigious publish¬ 
ers, including London University 
Press. Texas University Press, EJ 
Brill and others. This alone has 
facilitated recognition in the Eng¬ 
lish-speaking world of the value 
and high standard of modem Ara¬ 
bic literature. A recent token of 
this recognition was the award m 
I 988 uf the Nobel Prize to Egyp- 
tian author, Naguib MahfouZ' at 
' whose pri 

PROTA’s books were diSplayef . 
.. Dr Jayyusi's moiit recent work 
•is her Anthology of Modern Pair 
estitiian IMeraturei punished by 


Columbia University Press. The 
product of six years' labor, it is a 
tome of poetry and prose, featur¬ 
ing up to 100 authors including 
Mahmoud Darwish, Fadwa and 
Ibrahim Tuqan, Emile Habiby 
and the late Ghassan Kanafani, 
considered by many to be one of 
the Arab world's leading novel¬ 
ists. 

The anthology has been ex¬ 
tremely well received and Is 
highly significant in that • it went 
into its second edition In just two 
short months. This is a "first" for 
Arabic literature, according to Dr 

Jayyusi. ... 

PROTA currently has s|X more: 
books in print, amongst them.two 
anthologies, one of theater and 
the other of short stories, contain¬ 
ing 108 entries. Ail selection^ are 
ground-breaking, offering variety. 

and quality in their ideas and Jit-* 
erary expression.' . • 

"One can easily chopse. ine 
works Qf 30 poets of writers to 
translate ^.without, much, 'reflec- 
lion." said'Dr Jayyusi; "However 
I prefer fo concentrate, on tne 

lesser-knoyrn pocis from pore 

moie parts ofm 
v refuse to assign firial. placed and 
permaitent value topeopl^ as the; 
; fet”, because • !• afo ; alvy^ys qxt i 




Dr Salim Khadra Jayyusi 

pecting ' someone better to 1 
emerge.' 1 , • - 

The newly-enhanced status ol 
contemporary -Arabic literature in 
the West leaves Dr Jayyusi all the 
more hopeful for a new and more 
accurate conception 6f the milieu 
iiii 'which it arose. "The Arab 
: W!orld-is brihaming with talent 
airid creativity." she said,- and ^f- . 
“ter the political turmoil of the last 
ftvt 1 years, ,Arab culture has be-; 
come its only unifying factor. • B 
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Would You 
Believe. 

Historians have found 
pictures of people skiing 
that date back more than 
4,000 years. 

* * • * 

About 98 percent of all 
U.S. households have at 
least one color television. 
Nearly two-thirds have 

two or more of the seta. 

* * * 

In 1970, his last season 
playing basketball at 
Louisiana State Universi¬ 
ty, Pete Maravich aver¬ 
aged an amazing 44.2 
points a game. That's 
about 14 points more a 
gome than Michael Jor¬ 
dan scores on average for 
the Chicago Bulls. 

* * * 

In ancient Rome, a ves¬ 
tal virgin who lost her vir¬ 
ginity during her time of 
service to the gods was 
punished by being buried 
alive. 

* * * 

Some birds can be 
quite charming, indeed; a 
group of goldfinches is 
known as a ‘'charm.” 


* CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 


ACROSS 

1 MiSB- 

rables" 

4 01 an age 
8 Degrade 

13 Talk in a 
wild way 

14 Ready lor 
picking 

15 Mlaplays 
15 Designated 
18 Foundations 
IS Abominated 

20 Cherry 
color 

21 Indians 

22 Poets of 
yore 

23 Fisherman 

26 Pastry 

27 Paving 
substance 

30 Throwing 
weapons 

31 Passage 
money 

32 Anecdote 

33 QED word 

34 Took a 
chance at 

35 Being: Sp. 

38 Side-kick 


37 Tear 

38 Stepped 
38 Spring 

month: Fr. 

40 English 
statesman 

41 Place for 
dough 

42 Tapestry 
44 Sheet of 


45 Sell, in a 
wav 

47 Golf course 
hazard 

51 Expiate 

52 Those who 
made wills 

53 Folkways 

54 Gaelic 

65 Cale au — 

56 Map within 
a map 

57 Anllared 
animal 

58 Spanish 
queen 

DOWN 

1 Path 

2 "All's wall 
that 


3 SpBClfy 

4 Pencil end 

5 Ceremonies 

6 Simulated 

7 Guided 

8 Einstein 

9 Room and — 

10 Succor 

11 Allows to 
visit 

12 Being: Lai. 

13 Clear 

17 Quotes as 
authority 
'20 Wes con¬ 
cerned 

22 Uncovered 

23 Nautical 
term 

24 Water 
wheel 

25 Arena 
contestants 

26 Pollute 

28 Make 
changes 

29 Thin in 
tone 

31 Worries 


32 It whistles 
while It 
works 

34 Ordeal 

3B Raccoon's 
cousin 

40 Clergyman 

41 Raillery 

43 Hindu 
queen 

44 Obsolete 

45 Branches 

46 Short 
jacket 

47 Like desert 
ground 

46 Horse 
color 

49 Song for 
Domingo 

50 Attention 
getter 

52 A Knight 



"Hey, Norton I... Ain't that your dog 
attackin' the president?" 



JORDAN BRIDGE 


By Ghassan Ghanem 


Another symphoy of errors. 

I DON'T remember any other hand ihaL included all 
these mistakes: 


Duplicate - Pairs, 
Dealer: West ■' 

E-Wr Vulnerable.. 

• * Q9 5.4 
V 7 -■ 
AK57 83- 
*K105. 


* A K10 8 3 

* KQ8 

* 4;: 

* AQ84 


v N- 

W E 

; s 


* J72 

y J104 3 2 

* 2 

* 5 972 


' ’ V 5.:-" ' 

A9S5.: 

■ - j io s 7. g s 

toTST : NORTH EAST . SOUTH 
Iv v, • VP«lWe : .-'.Pass, •riv 

• •: ■?*** • ;Pass...; - End . 

•Noipi, Instead ofredoublin& nr hiddina 

vfandi 


one spade to 

I. $hp CIVInAi 


dently she justifies her rais to game. 

Why didn't East bid IT after the take-out double 
and why didn’t South pass the take-out double for 
penalty arc two mutters that would face some very 
reasonable arguments If you try to mistaken theta. 

• Poor South , with nothing to lose and jot to gain re- 
, ce'Ycd the- lead pf the fA followed by the 4K. East 
signalled with the f 2 Suggesting a club shift which 
he got and woh with die *J. 

East thought he was id trouble, a spade switch may 
lose, a trick and give up the whole hand and a qlub 
continuation would give the declarer a free finesse 
so instead of playing back a club, he shifted to the 
▼J, a very revealing and valuable cared in view of 
the bidding and dummy’s holding. 

South' in search of entries to his Own hand won in 
dummy and finessed the f 9 successfully, in the 
1 njaqn time* West discarded a diamond to accom¬ 
plish the Incomplete symphony! 

Bast failed to cover the V9 to block the s U it ; or at 

Si!! e S£ i 0,ld PJtiy .ond West cooperated by dis- 
. oargmg a .diamond though she knew about the suit 

- distribution, and dip YA location "• 

•W"? lhfen - South established the 

the 0551 qf dumm y* s cards were good 
otef the d^lafer over took dptomy’s with his 

: S?nri-^ eiy ^ e r d Sduths unheard 

** busy: 



DiplomatP Corps 


1 Alui'riiin . 641271/2 


... 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy. 

.644635 

Bahrain .... 



German 


Hungarian 


Lebanese . o4U»i 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622781 

Palestine. .677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phillipincs. 645161 


644331/2 


Romanian .on 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 


Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 


Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 820101 


Delegation of the EEC.. 

UNDP. 

UNRWA. 

.668191 

.668171/7 

669194/H 


...671530 

UNICIil-*:. 

... 62957! 

Con. of Sri Ltinka. 

Con of Iceland .. 

...645312 

....698851 


Airlines ■ 


AlycmdiKAir yemen).653691 

Aeroflot.641510 

Air France.666055 / 667824 

Air India . 688301/2 

Air Lanka . 682140 





Activities 


Important Numbers 


. y dultural centtes 

Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Culture! Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre.665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


Plaza.1144 

Philadelphia..5571 

Nijoum. 


— ‘ T Emergencies 1 

, • Cincnte Amman Govcmoralc. ....9U I 

20 Amman Civil Defence... 198. 199 

Concord.155 Civil Defence Irbul.27 - «1 

Rainbow.111 civil Defence Dept. :! I 

pliU a.1144 Ambulance.103.7751111 

Philadelphia..5571 Amman fire bridgadc. 

Ni j0“ m . First old.“0” 

„ , Blood Bank. '75 U I 

Sports Civil Dc f e nce resucc........ 630341 1 

567181 Police rescue.621111.6377771 

Al Hussein SporguvWl Police headquarters.6391411 

Orthodox Club.. 815410 Traf fi c police. ££?5\ 

Royal Amomot 736572 m eclric power Co.-63638 1/41 

Royal Shoolim 673713 Walcr complaints. 8974671 

Royal Chess $-801233 n A lia Airport.(08) 53200 

Royal Racing L.676990 ^ v .(08)532001 


Sports 

567181 

Al Hussein SporgKVWl 
Orthodox Club.. 815410 
Royal Auiomot 736572 
Royal Shoolim' 673713 I 
Royal Chess $-801233 
Royal Racing J....676990 
Jordan Rri,lo f - 


mm 







Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 690144 

Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa..... 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 



Shakhshir. 668958 

Al-Jabal .606669 

Kada .665161/665153 

Al-Lnbadi ..813554 

National.....639197/8 

Nebo. 816792 

Petra. 605501 

Rabbit Amman;.. 672424 

Al-Rimal.639861 

Ai-Samcr...771707 

Satclitc.625767/621471 

Star. 604904 

Tigar. 671931 

Trust. 673312 

Al-Wnha . 674105 

Ahu Dcggc.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 

Amman. 666327 

Arabian...641350 

A vis-Jarrer.08/51000 

Budget .604230 

De'us. 669970 

Dirani .66060! 

Eumpcar...601350/80 

General Services ..674100 

Gulf.. 660902 




tn I 

Crown....,".6631001 

Philndelp"6601001 

Marriott.'.660000 I 

Rcgcnci.6650941 
Jenisalc'”^'”... 6413611 

InlerCo'| . 6651861 

A m bns' ‘....665181 1 

Comm.... 6671501 

Middr' ,,, ’ i 6611211 

Gram. , ..6611141 

Tych..'... 8417121 

Inter. . 813801 \ 

son..;;;;. ( os) 510001 

Alir y . . 815071 1 

Ah'..674111 1 

Trf 5 ?! . 3.2426 

k\ ..3i4i3i 

4ach''"."'.'''"..313521 

Ph:::S 

I Gulf Hotel.316636 


Hospitals 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and I 
costumes over 100 years old Also I 
mosaics from Madaba and J crash I 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman 1 

Theatre, Amman.Openmghours.v i 

a.m. - 5 p.m. year nrand.Ctoscd I 

Tuesdays.Tcl:651760. I 

Jordan Archaeological Museum; 1 
Has an excellent collection of the 1 
antiquities of Jordan. Jubal Al-1 
Qal'a (Citadel Hilli Ofxmmg 1 
hours 1 .9 a.m - 5 p.m.)- Closed rues-1 
days. Tel:638795. I 

I Iordan National Gallery: Con-1 
rains a collection of pamtmgs.ee-1 
ramies, and sculpuires by contcrn- l 
porary Islamic artists from mosiof I 
i the Muslim countries, and acollec I 
I lion of paintings by 

Orientalist artists. Munlazah-Jabal | 

[ Wclbdeh. Hours 

| Closed Tuesdays.Tcl. 630128. 


Hussein Medical CciHrt««JM»l 

I - iledi Maternity.-M428W61 

ch Maternity. 

al Amman Maternity... 6423621 
lhas, J. Amman...........636‘ 4 il 

cstine, Shmcisan..6M471/41 

meisnni Hospital.. 6691311 

liversity Hosptlal.... ^58451 

-Muashcr Hospital..... 667227/91 
ie Islamic, Abdnll.. 666127OTJ 
|-Ahli. Abdali... 664 64/61 

alinn-Al-Muhajrcen. 777 01/31 
1-Bashir, Ashrn ne h....775l 26l 

rmy, Marks. 

lueen Alia Hospital 60.2W/5U 

imnl Hospital. 674155 

General 

Ionian Television. V^(n 9 

Radio Jordan... 7?4 ‘^ j 

Ministry of Tourism. 

Hotel complBints. W5800 

Price complaints....«»■■ 6611 ' 

Telephone Information.......... i <» 

jordSn and Middle East calls... 10 

Repair service. 623 IgjJ 


The 


Sbr 

and cultural w* 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number® 648298 

Distribution; Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone; 630191 


Algeria...2 

Argentina...' 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.•,* 

Adelaide 8 

Brisbane? 1 . . . . 

Canberra 62 ^ Athens/Plrseus l ; , Hodefdah ? 

Melbourne 3 Hungary... Sanaa 5 , • 

Perth 9 ' Budapest 1 91 Ttdz4 ; 

Sydney 2. 43 India....*.. , Nigeria. ; *vv. 

Austria...- Banglore 812 • ■ Lagos 1 

Vienna 222 New Delhiill Norway.. 

Bahrain..Bombay 22 Oslo 2 

Antwerp 3 And all cities with area codes be* pJCfsian !!!■»'... 

Brussels 2 • l $5 ginning with & ' P Kqrachl21 ■ 

Brazil..... . 4 ; .62 Lahore 42 

5‘°df Jane ™ 21 Indonesia..-. , peshaWar521 

Brazilha 61 i „ 0 Jakarta 21 39 1 Rkwaloindl/Islamabad 5 

.Ualy...*;. Paraguay..*..—.... 

Sofia 2 . Rome 6 ._,964 Asiindoh54 , 

Canada... Iraq. p ... 

Ottawa 613 s6 Baghdadi .. 81 • U mai4 

^tiagqi 357 J ^y°3 J..,.254 

r^'? 21 k‘ 421 '' - P ^ ' 

Czechoslovakia... .Kuwait.!TT.j.... 82 Qatar.. 

Prague 2 45 Korea....... ^ Romania..-^."-.-i 1 -' 1 ’ 

■: Copenhagen(Quter)2, ^ Tripoli21 .’ S Al-lWar3 

.i... 



Germany W 

Bonn 288 


Bonn. 

Greece. 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 , ■ 
Ttdz4 

Nigeria.. 

Lagos 1 

Norway. 

Oslo 2 


, AndaU ^?mi5S4?67?&8^ Pakistan ... 

I .55 ginning with I.M.4.W. * Kqmchl2I ■ 

. ;.62 Lahore 42 

Indonesia-.-. pesha^ar 521 

Jakarta 21 .39 ' Rawalpindlflslamabad 51 

italy...V. Paraguay..*.-.-,... . . 

Romeo . 964 Asuncion 54 , 

Iraq..—--'". ... 

Baghdadi .81 ' Lima 14 

Japan.■■■.. phlllODlnes.'....-. 


ome 6 .. 964 

....... . 


^Slpindlflslamabad 51 
Paraguay..*,..... 

Asuncion 54 

Peru. 

Lima 14 


labal Amman.! el.62459U I I 

pelt of the Annunciation; 1 l 
inn Catholic) Jabal Wcibdeh, I I 
537440. 1 

a Salle Church; (RomanCnih-1 I 

> Jabal Hussein. Tel .661757. I 

rasa nets Church: C Roman l 

holiclJahalWclbdeh m„ss ml 

ion every Saturday at 5.30 p.m. I 
1.622366. | 

lurch or the Annunciation: 1 
reek Orthodox) Abdah, Te l 
3541. I 

i>u«horttaRs4“ mm)i,ta 'l 

mman, Tel. 625383. 1 ■ 

Tn.cri.n Orthodox Chvrch, 
shrafieh.Tel. 775261. I 

il. Ephriam Churcli: (Syriac l 

irthodox)Ashrafieh. Tel 77175L I 

tinman Intcrnatloniil Church: 1 

Interdenominational) m«» JJI 
Southern Baotisl^hool in 
Shmdsani, Tel. 827981. 

Church or Ihe Good S^'as-' 
(Evangelic^ Luih«»n) Urn A, 
SummaqTeloti-i"- 


Marbclia 52 .1 

Mqiorcn 21 94 1 

Sri Lanka.. .. I ’ 

: Colombo I .. 24 q| 

•Sudan...;—..*. 1 

•Khartoum 11 46 | 

367 . Sweden..... I 

Stockholm B 

Syria...*.I 

Damascus 11 gggl I 

Tidwan... , 1 

234 Taipei 2 ggl 

Thailand-...... I 

.47 Bangkok 2 2161 

Tunisia....I 

968 Tunis l 901- 

..92 Turkey. . .... I 1 

Ankara4 I 

Istanbul I \ 

UAB...-...-"- -.”-''--';-"--'"' . I 

A L.. nhah! 0. 1 1 


Qtieen Alia ^jrport (08)53200 


^Sanliago'i' ’ 357 J.....'254 ' 

Czechoslovakia... .Kuwait.. ..-..82 , .^.. rr r 

Prague 2 45 Korea,....-. ^ Romania—^.i-.■i 1 ,"*. 

: Copenhagen (Outer) 2, $ y •. Tripoli 21 ..,,,961: S Al.)Mar 3 ; , 

Ecuaddr-'v— .v Lebanon.. .. .. A(.!Sdinft4 ; /''-. "‘ : -.' 

P 1 ™ 2 1 £.;■& Kufli*u,mp ur i 2 . ■ - n- .. SJtt*; • • 

-."nLMfci " :: ""T7v/ •. “So'®"’; , ' 

Helsinki0,^ : , 33 l tewl ' •'i.M. •.-WM ‘ 


UAB-...-v;---' - i 

Abu Dhabi 2 1 I 

.... 595 :Ajman 6 ' . J I 

' : Al Ain 3 i I. 

..,...*.51 : .Dubai 4 ■ I 

. Fujalmn70 .r 

.- 63 : . ohyathl 52 . I 

.. - Ras Ai Khalmah77 I 

j—r"... Sharjah 6 . , : 1 

■ • Q74 :■ ! umm AlQuwam .6 44 I 

. 

■■■ . ■ iTT-Ml 

■' ' '!-•••'' - V/^hlngtdn 202 , *' 1 

:• usSR-—— ... 

'..v •••■■ Mow®* 095 : 581 

' ->4 i Venezuela..-—.. 1 

...I'j...., , Caracas 2- .. 3 g 

■ Yugosla'd0"" ,i .- 


1 i. • - - — 





































































































































































16 THE STAR 


'CEMBER 1992 


THE STAR'S ^ 

\ 7 \ J V :■■ 'X L i O !:. f \ X ^ 

COMPUTING & HIGH TECH ^ 

N° 


Farcus 

°\j r . 

_ _, cf 

jg "TJl.0 


Fflffus c fliW^lrw 


II dQMmu^ flrflphB and my 
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A look back at 1992: 


A "leap" year lor computing 


• By Zcid Nasser 

Special lo The Star 

HERE'S A quick look nt some of 
the major events (hat character¬ 
ized the local and international 
computer industry in 1992, a very 
eventful year. 

The yenr of expos 

Jordanian companies revealed 
nil in n series of computer exhibi¬ 
tions, which reached their peak 
back in May and early July with 
the Mouasher Computer Show, 
Comccnt '92, Apple Expo '92 and 
the GCE expo. But the show of 


" |«3i 


wt 



shows took place later in the 
yenr, in October. The Amman 
Computer Expo was the biggest 
show yet in Jordan und attracted 
substantial crowds. The fondest 
memory of this show was the un¬ 
believable bargains offered! 1992 
must have been one of the most 
exciting years for the Jordanian 
computer-using public. 

The Windows War 
All weapons were used in the 


battle of the operating systems, 
amidst various law suits. The bat¬ 
tle was fought both in the press 
and on TV. Microsoft's Windows 
operating 
system sat 
in the mid- pk» 
die of these £ J 
wars and 
managed to 
make a sol¬ 
id victory 
by the end 
of the- year 
with Win¬ 
dows sales 
in millions. 

For the first 
time it seemed that there was life 
after DOS. Apple, of course, had 
a couple of things to say about 
this after failing to win a case 
against Microsoft, whom they ac¬ 
cused of stealing the Macintosh 
operating system. Nowadays, Ap¬ 
ple is preparing an all-out war 
against Windows, which we were 
given a inste of here in Jordan a 
couple of months ago when 
ABM, the regional office for Ap¬ 
ple Computer Inc., opened fire on 
both Windows and ihc PC. Still, 
the event of the yenr in this cate¬ 
gory has to be the bitter war 
fought between AlAInminh and 
Microsoft on the rights to pro¬ 
duce Arabic Windows. Microsoft 
seemed to be too strong to be 
muscled out oF the market by tin 
Arab company, but AiAlamitih 
caused a lot of worries for 
Microsoft, with accusations of 
■ developing Arabic Windows 3.1 
in Israel, arid therefore creating 
die possibility of oil Arab ban on 
Microsoft. This, of course, could 
have had various implications for 
the Arabization market, which 
was starting to boom at that time. 


Arabic Excel 4.0 for Macintosh 


MICROSOFT CORP. ha<S an-, 
nounced that an Arabic version 
-of the Microsoft Excel 4.0 
spreadsheet program for Macin¬ 
tosh psers. wilj be available early 
-nextyew. \ . 

Microsoft, which 1 ; hai been 
mounting a major drive in the 
Arab World to promote its Win¬ 
dow® series of products for IBM- 
based personal computers, has' 
also landed a string of major in¬ 
dustry awards for its Macintosh 
programs,:including Word, Excel 
apt!PowerPoint'. ■ ; : •, r 

■ 'Allen; general manager 

of M.icrps<Jft ;Midd le Ea st, said. 


uary 1993. "Microsoft has histori¬ 
cal links with Macintosh and we 
have always supported Mac users 
■ 'Hi. our. product development," 
said Allen. "This strategy also ex- 
tends to; Arabic versions of bur 
'Mac;products as the bi-lingual 
‘X version Of Ex6bl 4.0 clearly dem¬ 
onstrate^." he added. 

^^el ^.O was among three 
. /MacWBfiK 1992 Editor's Choice 
‘ Diamond awards, conferred on 1 
Microsoft recently. . T. 

,;; Ail ironic note on ihe rivalry 
.between. Applb. Mapiriiosh, ad 
. .Micrbsoft WmdpwS is that Ara¬ 
bic' ^xcel fpr Macintosh'was de- 
' ndov^'pjatfonn. 


New laws, new taxes 

The Jordanian computer indus¬ 
try was bombarded by new Ihws 
in 1992. We finally g 0 t q law pro¬ 
tecting the rights ofthe authors of 
computer softwarea^mst piracy. 
Then ennie some tgj news to 
low-budget compos buyers 
when a customs tax announced in 
December announced (he lifting 
of prices for computers by some 
11 percent. 

Arabization became a fashion 

With Microsoft Windows 
cleaning up in sales all over the 
world, Arabized Windows appli¬ 
cations became a necessity to the 
development of tile Arabic lan¬ 
guage computer market. Amird- 
mgly, 1992 saw the release of Ar¬ 
abic Windows 3.1 from 
Microsoft, while Arabic Write, 
Excel, Visual Basrc-mnd ethers 
are on the way. On the Mac we 
got Arabic FileMaker?™. Art 
Beni, All Page and Executive 
Secretary. 

The chip ninrket went crniy 

Intel Inc. no longer reigned su¬ 
preme in the microprocessor ma¬ 
ke!. New competition arose Irani 
AMI) aid 
Cyrix, 
w|k» ho, Hi 
produced 
cheaper ' 
mid. more 
powerful 
Intel- 
compaiibl 
c chips, 
causing 

lots of confusion for buyers. That 
was just about the lime when In¬ 
tel launched the "Intel inside" 
campaign. However, these chip 
producers are succeeding and it 
now looks like they're pushing 
"Intel Outside"! Intel fought back 
with Jowerpriced chips,' meaning 
that in 1992, you could get your¬ 
self a 486 PC for the same- price 
that you paid a couple of years 
ago for a 286 PC, and that is defi¬ 
nitely progress. 

Viruses everywhere! 

;; The world Was hit by virus nia- 
, ni? back in March, when the Mi-, 
chaelangelo virus threatened to 
r hit millions of computer systems 
: all over theworld at a giVifip date. 
;■ This incident, incrensed : public 
awareness about viruses,: arid 
■/highdjghled -the ■ disturbed toen- 
jtallFles of liviriik. switetsf Ottwr 


P. H TV p: [;■. I: : .Ai \ir; 
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Is the pen mightier than 
the keyboard? 

IF 1992 was supposed to mark the year of (lie pen computing rev¬ 
olution, (lien it's a big surprise that il didn't happen. 

Many believe thill the mistake was the focus on the hardware 
rather than Ihe software. There is definitely potential in the market 
which lias not been tapped, due to Ihe users' distrust of operating 
systems available. If they're lo invest in pen systems, they d better 
be guaranteed that their files would be com¬ 
patible with the applications they need to use. .. 

Dataquesl predicts that it will be 1994 before 
such systems become reliable enough to find 
widespread acceptance. ani'd • 

The employment of an electric pen to write Qgf r 
directly on a flat notepad-sized liquid crystal 
display (LCD) screen is, for sure, a big Agrmij 

achievement. But the true revolution lies in 
the software, which may scrap some comput¬ 
er concepts like cursors, file systems and even the C prompt. 

The fact is that current software is designed and optimized for 
keyboards, which is why we really need pen operating systems ca- 

E able of bridging this gap. The soundest strategy would be to 
uild on operating systems used by the public today. This creates 
another problem of which operating system to support. The choice 
of pen software will be largely based on the choice of Windows, 
DOS and OS/2 among others. 

The leading contenders in the race to producing pen-based oper¬ 
ating systems include Microsoft with their Windows for Pen 
Computing, which is actually an extension for Windows 3.1 and 
benefits from (lie use of existing Windows applications. Microsoft 
Visual Basic allows users to add pen support to applications using 
the Professional Toolkit. 

Then there's Fen Point from Ho which is a 32-bit operating sys¬ 
tem, which is a shell over DOS and which has the edge in ease of 
use. PenPoint should he able lo read 9? percent of characters ac¬ 
curately. This product is not held back by the limitations of DOS. 
Another product is PenDns Ruin Communications Intelligence 
Corp.. which is also a shell over DOS, and finally CIRiDPen I rum 
Grid Systems Corp. 

At the beginning of the year, pen systems used to cost around 
$3(XN)-$4(XKI. Later in the year they'were hovering aiomul the 
$2000 figure. However, lie foie pen systems reach the $500 mat*, 
you can'l expect them to make a big splash on the consumer mar¬ 
ket. Momenta, which used In he a big name in Ibis industry, weal 
out of business several months ago because n| its high losses. This 
has also euused analysts to scale hack projections for the entire 
pen-based market. 

Look at il like this, if you're preparing a report of some sort >oa 
have lo use a keyboard. Wordprofessing seems to he the main 
field at which pen computing is targeted. Somehow, most eoinyit- I 
cr users arc happy with the fact that they no longer have to w*'«> 
about their handwriting, due to the tael that typed letters, diieu* 
nients and even memos have almost completely replaced wf 
ones. So if you're happy with typing things, why would you - 
back to writing them, even if you were writing characters into a 
l computer screen'/ ft's been difficult enough making u comp * 
transition from handwriting to typing, just imagine the drifU..my 
of going backwards! Most people 1 talked lo agreed that pen com¬ 
puting would only make their life easier when taking notes, be¬ 
cause in such ti case they wouldn't have in worry about later typ- 

I ing their notes into u computer. This is where products like 
Apple's pocket-size Newton steps in. 

If 1993 is to be the year of wide-scale pen computing, then pric¬ 
es hud belter come down and software should start to truly support 
pens. Until that happens, it has lo be said that the keyboard is still 
mightier than the pen. ■ . 


oiler and newer viruses emerged, 
an) it doesn't look as though the 
bade against viruses will come 
to ahalt in 1993, 

. flracy \ferit oto to flourish 



Soiwara piracy continued to 
be a nalri cause of losses to the 
coriipBter .ihduslry, with projec¬ 
tions estimating ri bigger toss in 
. 1992 tferia the year before, due to 
ihq incr«se Tn : the number of 
cotQptyef. users worldwide and 
the absejeri' of copyright laws in 
most thJrdj world countries. In 
Joijdan, piracy has never been so 


big. lust try wnlking into a sa¬ 
ddled computer "software" shop- 

New dealerships In Jordan 

Well, some of the best news of 
1992 was the new dealerships 

won by local companies. Scien ¬ 
tific & Medical Supplies Co- 
•■•Dell Computers, Specialist 
Technical Services got. AST Re¬ 
search, Meal Systems got Lino- 
Type Hell and. very recent y, to- 
mcwlgoiICLsndOeMftlCwn; 
puters Electronic (GCE) got S» ;i 
gate. * '" ' 
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